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Abstract

It is said that foreign terms have been accepted in Chinese first as phonemic loans and later have been
substituted by semantic loans. While most of the western place names were adopted as phonemic loans
from the beginning, there are some place names however coined as semantic loans such as Oxford =4~
¥, Cambridge = #li%. This paper will illustrate that these place names had been phonemic loans initially
and later coined as semantic loans and will discuss how and by whom were they coined.
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