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The World of Ogre-tile Makers

— “Kuroji” as Fired Tiles: the Yamamoto Onigawara Line (2) —
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Abstract

There exist three members of the Yamamoto Onigawara Line; the Yamamoto Onigawara Co., Onikin,
and Oniei. The uniqueness of this group is that they are blood relatives. In this article I depicted Onikin
and Oniei. The Yamamoto Onigawara Co., has been described in the last article. While depicting Onikin
and Oniei, I tried to show the social environment in those days in order to more fully understand their
commentary. The interesting aspects of the world of Ogre-Tile Makers in this article would be the
relationships between a master called "Oyakata" and artisans called "Shokunin" in the old days. In the
contrast with the past, there exists a serious problem in the present which is a shortage of good artisans

among ogre-tile makers.
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