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Abstract

On the Fieldwork in the European Ethnology in Germany (Sketch) — especially on

the research methods of Wolfgang Kaschuba and Ina-Maria Greverus

The present paper is an introduction of the methods for the field work focused on the current situations
of the EU countries today. From several representatives of this field of the academic world here attention
is payed to two German scholars of the European Ethnology whose theoretical essays were already
translated to Japanese by me. At first Wolfgang Kaschuba (born in 1950), a professor of Berlin University
(HU) and a director of its Institute of European Ethnology, plays the big roll with his EU-wide viewpoint
and his active participation to the current social issues. To know that, it seems to be appropriate to look at
the lecture he delivered in 2008 in Seoul in South Korea. There he told about “Europe and Globalization.
New Challenges to the European Ethnology” (Japanese translation 2010) to his audience consisted not
only of the South Korean Folklorists, but also of the Folklore Specialists from Japan and other East Asian
countries. His theory and method of Folklore Studies is significant especially in the current situations of
the world today, since for example, just now, a lot of refugees from the middle East to European area
causes various confusions and demands the proper solutions in the societies accepting them — not to
mention, the similar problems are not avoidable almost all around the world.

As the second person Ina-Maria Greverus (born in 1929), a woman professor emeritus of the
University of Frankfurt am Main, Germany, a founder and director of the Institute of European Ethnology
in the University of Frankfurt a.M for a long, is a pioneer of Ethnology of the multicultural societies. Her
lecture “Performing Culture. Field work: male — female — human” (Japanese translation 2013) originally
given in 1997 at the general meeting of the German Folklore Society in Marburg, federal state Hessen in
Germany, has an essential meaning as an enlightening example for the folklorists aiming at theoretical
solving of the current issues of the multicultural societies. Since her lecture explains how the daily life’
study is to be carried out through presenting the example of her research in Sicily, Italy, that successfully
elucidates the constancies and changes of the everyday life of the habitants of the small town of Italy

Gibellina reconstructed after it had been attacked by a destructive earthquake in 1968.
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