125

WA NEGwIcE 1T 5 TE) wHEORIRIZOWT
—— TRy % E LT

Analyze the Reasons that Ogyu Sorai Enphasizing “Learning” within
His Theory of Human Nature——Taking Zhong yongjie as an Example
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Abstract

The Japanese Confucian Ogyu Sorai deemed that the writing Zhong Yong was developed by
discussing the human nature, hence Sorai expressed his own thought of human nature in Zhong yongjie.
He thought human nature could not be changed, but human characters might be shifted to be good or the
opposite sides. Considering the instability of human characters, we needed to learn poetry and music
to cultivate our morality of virtuous. By profoundly comprehending the doctrine of previous emperors,
the morality of virtuous would be deeply ingrained into our nature. Through learning to develop human
nature and characters, people could behave for real, and country could also transform manners and
customs. In Sorai’s opinion, this was the exact purport of Zhong Yong to discuss the human nature and
the Heaven (a proper respect of God). However, Mencius failed to recognize it, so that both Cheng Zi

and Zhu Zi gradually deviated from the ancient emperors’s Dao of poetry and music education.
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