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Abstract

Liu Zehua, a well-known historian in contemporary Chinese historiography,
established a framework from the perspective of imperial power to interpret Chinese
history, has made important contributions to the promotion of contemporary Chinese
academic development.

Liu Zehua chosed the history of Chinese political thought as his main research
direction,not only for academic reasons, but also to reflect on the Cultural Revolution.
The experience of the Cultural Revolution made him deeply feel the importance of
reflecting on the Cultural Revolution. After the Cultural Revolution, he began to reflect
on the Cultural Revolution. For this reason, he concentrated on studying the history of
Chinese political thought and proposed a theoretical system of Monarchism.

Monarchism is the core concept of Liu Zehua's research on the history of Chinese
political thought, and it is also a main thread running through his academic research. The
proposal of this theory was inspired by Marx, Wang Yanan and others, and summarized
in his historical practice..

In the process of exploring social history, he gradually discovered that the monarchy
empire, the first generation of feudal landlords, and the first generation of small farmers
were mainly the products of political domination and control. This discovery broke the
Marxist principle that the economic foundation determines the superstructure, revealed
the important position of political power in ancient Chinese society, and was summed up
by Liu Zehua as the proposition that kingship dominates society. In the process of
studying the history of Chinese political thought, Liu Zehua pointed out that monarchy
occupies a central position in Chinese thought, and gradually put forward the concept of
Monarchism.

After that, Liu Zehua integrated the two concepts of kingdom dominates the society
and Monarchism, and formally formed a self-sufficient, complete and rich theoretical
system of Monarchism. The proposition of this theoretical system has promoted the
development of the discipline of Chinese political thought history, revealed the essential
characteristics of traditional Chinese society, and provided academic circles with a more
explanatory view of history and methodology, which has important theoretical value and

practical significance.



In addition, Liu Zehua opened up the research field of traditional Chinese political
philosophy, put forward and demonstrated the four views of Tian, Dao, Sheng, Wang in
one, and concluded Monarchism from the perspective of political philosophy. He
revealed the internal theoretical structure of Chinese traditional political culture, raised
the issue of political culturalization and cultural politicization, studied the formalistic
political culture that was less concerned by the predecessors, and demonstrated the
royalist meaning of traditional political culture. He also explored the modern
transformation of traditional political thought, emphasizing the transformation from
ancient political concepts to modern political concepts.

At the same time, Liu Zehua is also actively exploring research methods. He
adheres to the history standard, but also pays attention to the interdisciplinary perspective.
He adhered to some basic principles of Marxism, and emphasized that Marxism is in my
heart, and advocated revision of Marxism.On this basis, he proposed methods such as
stratified research on social forms, class-community analysis, interaction between
thought and society.

In the research, Liu Zehua was also inspired by Marx and others, and proposed a
method of Yin-Yang combination structure. He pointed out that ancient Chinese
philosophers seldom derived their theories from a theoretical point, but thought in the
combination of yin and yang. This discovery shows the structure and complexity of
traditional Chinese thought, reveals the construction principles of traditional Chinese
political thought, and demonstrates the ideological characteristics of Monarchism.

Liu Zehua's research on the history of Chinese political thought broadened the scope
of research, expanded the research methods, updated the research paradigm, cultivated
research talents, promoted the development of the history of Chinese political thought,
and corrected some shortcomings in contemporary Chinese academics. At the same time,
a school of thought was formed with him as the center. They debated cultural
conservatism and became the most important force to check and balance the trend of retro

thinking, and had a certain international influence.
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