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Summary

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the Government of
Bangladesh’s “No Indigenous Peoples” Discourse

SHIMOSAWA Takashi

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, signed in
September 2007, comprehensively summarizes the restoration of the rights of the
world’s ethnic minorities, which have been deprived of land by outside settlers
and have been marginalized in national policy. It is a breakthrough. The
Declaration did not dare to create objective standards for indigenous peoples but
adapted own recognition rule of indigenous peoples. However, ethnic minorities
in Asia and Africa are numerous and diverse, and in many cases it is not possible
to clearly identify “indigenous”. As a result, some countries have decided that
there are no indigenous peoples, and Bangladesh is one of them. The Bangladesh
ethnic minority rights restoration movement has been played a central role by the
Jumma people in the Chittagong Hills, and after a long conflict with the
Bangladesh government, the peace agreement was signed in 1997. After that,
discourses that made themselves indigenous people became stronger among the
ethnic minorities in Bangladesh, and there was a movement among government
officials to accept the rights of ethnic minorities. However, from 2010 to 2011, the
discourse that “there are no indigenous peoples” was reconstructed by the forces
that resisted it. The biggest stakeholder of the resistance is the Bangladesh Armed
Forces, and it is presumed that the land problem of the Chittagong Hills and the
interests of the Bangladesh Armed Forces here are the basis of resistance.
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