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Abstract

This study was conducted based on two analyses in order to examine the dif-
ficulties faced by international undergraduate students when taking notes during
lectures.

The first analysis investigated the impact of the following three factors on the
quality and quantity of note-taking: (1) distributed lecture materials, (2) lecturer’s
utterance speed, and (3) quantity of text within lecture slides. The results indicated
that the quantity and accuracy of note-taking can be increased by careful explana-
tions through speech-based information in addition to text-based information, as
well as by avoiding superfluous information on lecture slides.

The second analysis involved a semi-structured interview with two interna-
tional undergraduate students regarding their methods and difficulties in note-tak-
ing. The results of the interview revealed that even if the students were diligently
engaged in note-taking throughout the lecture, it was difficult for them to produce
highly comprehensive notes. In addition, the students experienced problems in
note-taking when lecturers spoke with an unfamiliar accent or wrote using small
characters on the whiteboard.

The results of this study may contribute to the reconsideration of lecture slide

preparation, lecture methods, and writing on whiteboards during classes.

Keywords: note-taking, international undergraduate students, semi-structured in-

terview, lecture slide, writing on whiteboards
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