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Abstract

Nakae Chomin is a maverick existence in Modern Japan. He adopted the traditional East Asian wording
“Rigaku” (Lixue) to translate “philosophy” instead of translating this concept from Western learning into
“Tetsugaku” (Zhexue) as the poplular translation by the academic circles in Meiji period. However, he
finally accepted “Tetsugaku” in his two books before death and showed a compromising attitude towards
his lifelong persistence, while at the same time left the assertion that “Japan has no philosophy”. Nakae
Chomin’s position of “Rigaku” originated from his understanding of Sinology and the philosophical incli-
nation for materialism and his compromise was due to that he was unable to change the reality of modern
Japanese society and academic circles on the one hand, on the other hand it was a sign showed the end of
Confucian Classics Studies’ (Jingxue’s) position that dominated East Asia for two thousand years. Since
then, in East Asian academic circles, the philosophical paradigm derived from the West has become the
academic mainstream, and has been generally accepted by people in modern China, Japan and even in East

Asian academic circles.
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