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Abstract

Matteo Ricci (1552—1610) was the first Westerner who had ever come to reside in Beijing and studied
Confucius’ Analects. In order to propagate Christian faith in China, it was necessary for the Jesuit
missionary to have friendly relations with Chinese literati. The Catholic father therefore thought that
some theological accommodations should be made between the notion of the Christian God, tianzhu, and
the notion of the Confucian Heaven, tian, and dared to equate them in his so-called catechismo or Tianzhu
Shiyi written in Chinese and published in 1603. Though Ricci’s Jesuitical interpretation was officially
denounced by the Pope Clement 1X at the beginning of the eighteenth century, Ricci has always been con-
sidered the exemplary missionary by Western Christians. The Japanese Confucian scholar Nakamura
Masao (1832—-1891), who had read Chinese writings of Jesuits and who was one of the first Japanese to
study in London before the Meiji Restoration of 1868 believed in the compatibility of Confucianism and
Christianity, and wrote in 1872 a memorandam to be presented to the Meiji Emperor that his Majesty
should convert to Christianity and modernize Japan not only materially but also spiritually. Nakamura’s
eclectic ideal “keiten aijin”(jingtian airen) or “Respect Heaven, Love Humans,” which later became the
favorite slogan of Saigo Takamori and present President of South Korea Kim, most probably derives from
Ricci’s Jesuitical misleading interpretation.

A T ST EBACrS R &N R NS M =



