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Serfdom in Medieval Southern France (1)

- A Research History

Katsura, Hideyuki

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to trace trends from the end of the 19th century to
the present in research of serfdom in medieval southern France.

Thanks to the publication of the Coutumes de Toulouse in 1884, the existence of
serfdom in southern France has been known about from early times, but without
regional study of the whole society, this special condition of serfdom was considered
only a milder part of an imperfect feudal society. M. Bloch, who established the
fundamentals of the study of serfdom in France, lamented the lack of research in
this field for southern France, indicating the existence of real serfdom there. In the
mid-20th century, P. Ourliac then closed this gap by analyzing the details of serfdom
in the southern France region, especially the issue of servile homage. However, his
research did not offer a wider view of society as a whole.

From a little before 1970, the new wave of the ‘Meridional School began,
producing innumerable studies that tried to paint a complete picture of southern
French society, including serfdom. Above all, P. Bonnassie examined servitude in the
development of medieval society: first in Catalonia, and then extending the same
pattern into southern France and finally, with some deviations, into the whole of



Europe. His emphasis fell on the following two points. First, slavery survived the fall
of the Roman Empire and continued up until the 11th century, following a pattern of
repeated decline and revival. Second, in the 11th century, the establishment of banal
lordship cast down all the peasantry (including free men, slaves, and emancipated
slaves) into a servile position, from which many peasants escaped during the process
of normalization in the 12th century and afterward. Servile peasants who were left
behind were considered more and more as serfs in the legal sense of the term.

After the late 1990s, meridional serfdom has tended to be considered within the
field of study of new serfdom’. In the 12th century and after, against the current of
liberty (such as the development of towns, incastellamento, and the clearance of land
with the construction of new villages), landlords reorganized their domains by
binding to themselves peasants who were charged with a unit of landholding (manse,
mansata, casalagium). Therefore, the peasants thrown into the condition of servitude
in this process were, in general, comparatively wealthy.
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DWT, 7T VAN B RIOB IR B 20ROz RiEd 2
EEREFHELTVWAEER L),

FoREEIES D ICEAL TS, 77 NI TEET 7 My Z I
BT, EIUIEDZAS &) BN ECBIN, X DIRROERET S W
5%

T RHFICRCTH ZHOBROURHFELZ. T2bb, homo de
corpore & homo de masata TH 5o WHEIE N v — v — XH T OYE L 7R
2w, TR EZIRT DI, casalagium 248D - T masata & \»
IHBEPHVONT WD, 78y XTI ENHORECET S M 70y s
OHIMHRNIGES T, AMEMFE Z R T RTEPRRICRITL, BIlko
TEAIBREDRET DL EEZTVD, 9 LB RS 5 ORED
RCIZ, HERED B\ IEH 5/ EEROEROHELSMED T SND
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L) P COMMIEE 7 7 v AR ORI L RS 5 ko v
Yy I DEZHEESHDPORLT D20, ZOHHZHE T D P, i
PRTHH A 70V ERIEIBEESHEL L TO CBEOT — < EDFsE L £
OFERBEOEEZRRAL 2D, Mo —~HE&oAsAM L-HEo h ittt
NOEBEH LTV T, Lidwz, FurXTFO#EmICIEE T T v RS
EERORMMNERED ) HI28NH A2 MBS 5 & v ) BEIEFH L) 1Icilb
N5,

2T, NBEPEHIg 22 DT, ERWIIEFEA ~ - T a BRI N
2o FIUTMAZ T, BNMHHRSPIRIBEMSFE L8 B 71y LTI,
PO T 7 PRI L FBEREESEE L ORFIRDLIODEEZ NS
SORFATHE (1236 4E) Z#AM4, FIATLTW5 Y H—oLRcit,
HEBHEXIBT L BUOWNRED, E_owetcid, MU AREDS, el
e RNEG T ThHo/lZ L 2RKRBL, RZHFGREF Y -T2 %24To T
5o MIEFEIZAMENFEICIRL, BETEHNFEEICIRL T2 &25,
PO SN D,

LREE—D LR TIE, ZHENOHEW ZIZA ) KA & L T qusta,
tallia seu talliae, districtus, servicia, exactiones DHNFE SN TW 5, HAKRy
HiIRsnTidvwiewnd oo, £rnlb e rEEMOBEIIIED W TERR
ENDZMAM LWV LEBMLEEZERTZ2D0THA ) SHIIHIFITETO
plenissima jurisdictio D3FNFT HNTWDHAS, TIUIDWTHHNEDRREIL %
Vo L LRI L CREBN A S 2 B E ST b 2 L I3HfEFET
H5o

KIEZORETH L5, I TILENL, [FEthet~-Y20fEL
LLCY BE2TFITADS 15 7T ) 7 AE TE ARk o HOIH
HOMHE 2 EZOT N TS, M2 T, BLDHF2HWTORE (wnum
boerium) NEEESLNTWAD, SHIZE—OWE L FERC, plenissima (plena
EWVWI)RH LD HND) jurisdictio \ZIRT A Z EDNEDHLNTW5S,
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70y X1 E 72, Laurens # * T 1270 481247 b L7z £ B BAUR RIS
M a07E 217> CTw5b % ZOEIZFHETH S Bernard de Fouzilhon &
TOREE, 60 77 Offa L5 E3R 2, O 50 41X ) R %[ R
WHGHS O] AL TR bo ZOBRISEHR L2 IUEE 5 2w0ld, BN
SIS 2 BERAL R S AT R R 12D CIERFL & 13- & ) L X &
N7z9) 2T, TOWBENEDLNTVLHETH L, Ak xBHIZGHEL T
RIBHIERDEIIZ A ) Thbb, REMKEM (questa, talia,
colecta, exactio, forciae), TEIARL (albergia), T4 DFE%E (boaria, asinaria,
calcatores, jornales, opera, angariae, parangariae®) Toh b, L TENH
WEAEHIZS: (servitii personales), @ 5\ T exactiones LI ENT W5,
T, BEEL I FEAxOEE WM (tasqua, usatica, agreria,
dominium) T HN, HEIFRSNDIEME L THARSIN TS, &5
AT, TEEBiERLY GHE) ISR RIER 52 WELLD %] fHiA
B (albergia) HHEHEENTWELYS, FRLOBEIEEIN LR EEAB & 0E
FIRGRDOBIUI KD SENLEDTH A ).

FLHBSTOERIIGERWICRO b TWzb 0L Bibh s A
(e, R, CACHIHWZRLY), FU HME R % B < 535 T O
W72 IO 5T 5,

[FEH e LC%) LA LT aaIcid, UEehiidwo [
YARAWE LTI MAETHILELTwD, LA o T, BE—EHD
EFMAOLHLORTHHIZYHO I A RETE, 2oL A
HICHAICERET A2 LD TEL L) IR 27-DTH b, UL, HET LY
B, MoV ARAEHEF L, HEEICEOREENRE L) BB LA,
F 2B & OB L C oIS s D %,

i

1 A. Tardif, Coutumes de Toulouse, Paris, 1884. f2IZ 72 7 FIARDS, MREHE IS

—HEERIC L o TSNz 2 OFEME &L IR S LT 5, H Gilles, Les
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coutumes de Toulouse (1286) et leur premier commentaire (1296), Toulouse,
1969.

2 Thalamus Parvus: Le Petit Thalamus de Montpellier, Montpellier, 1840,
Premiére partie: les coutumes, pp.2-70.

3 A, Tardif, Le droit privé au XIII° siecle: daprés les coutumes de Toulouse et
de Montpellier, Paris, 1886. FfHIIZFE 9 A FLakiE, pp.23-30.

4 1286 4ED by — = REBHRFIT V7 Ky 2 MR T T 2 ATFHEOLE T
WCEPNTRRICRE S N720, HEED ] 2200 T—HMEGE ST
Who ALRBRIZT Y ANVORFEIZ L - THHD b L7 # IR # Livre Blanc (214,
ERENZFKELEOEEPNEFRENTEHIEboTWwh 720, [HEROEH
HEET T AT LD E T ORI M5 L3 TE Do 4ffT 183 FH
PR ENDIE 23 O5HE, BUGII»2b A 12 FHPIET SN0 2 5ET
Hb, B, 77 VATEMIILD by — b= XEREOKRBEICOVTIE, K
DOIEAE SRS N2, KAEE [ 7 7 2 A M X 5 ELR & EE -
[bw—V—XMBE] O&ZED o CT- ) [IEILEFE] 5 (2003 4F),

5 1474~ 1554, 1654, 155° &0 11 MM, (77 7 Xy b ORAFHM
WCWBREGFIE T T Y AL L > TG SN 50 i [y —)b— Xk
DAY I2=ZTZOWT] EWH/NRBUIZET S 166 &I, —EIZ B
b o P E NS,

6 A INVTATDMy —)b—XEBFEOFARTIE, 155" 5212 homines ... de
corpore sive casalagio 3B, homo de casalagio HEIMTHAEL TV 5DH L HIZA
25D, TNIHFHI A, HLVIEBELEMTHL L) 7, FEE, H Y vo
FIRTIE, siveld sine L% >Tbe VT4 7HHOWETY, LD L) %
FHUIRHEIC e o T e,

7 ‘st aliquis homo ligius de corpore et casalagio vel de corpore sine casalagio, qui
sit alicujus domini, contrahat matrimonium cum aliqua muliere que sit libera,
vel habeat uxorem liberam unde filii seu filie procreentur, vel aliqua femina ligia
de corpore et casalagio vel de corpore sine casalagio que sit alicujus domint,
contrahat matrimonium cum aliquo homine qui sit liber vel habeat maritum
liberum, et ex illis filii seu filie procreentur, dicti filii seu filie genite vel geniti in
utroque casu predictorum conditionem hominum secuntur vel veniunt in
dominium dicti domini et sunt homines ligii illius domini, -’

8 st aliquis civis Tolose habeat hominem de corpore et casalagio et ille homo
habeat filium vel filios vel filias vel filiam, 1lli filit et ille filie sunt homines

domini supra dicti sicut eorum pater, quamuvis matrem habeant liberam illi filii

_79_



et filie supra dicti.’

9 Ph. de Beaumanoir, Les Coutumes de Beauvaisis, 2 vols., Paris, 1899-1900, t. II,
pp.223-224, art.1434. 72 B, [FIEEEIIZ LT ORI D 5. FERE K~ 77—
W [RY = DEESEE]] ORisEEE 2) F10F, 1992 48,

10 ‘de immobilibus, scilicet casalagio vel feudis que temnent a domino suo et aliis
libere possessis non detentis a domino vel dominis feudorum, nichil potest homo
de corpore sine assensu dicti domini ordinare vel facere inter vivos vel etiam in
ultima voluntate.--’

11 ‘st aliquis homo ligius de corpore et casalagio alicujus civis Tholose habet
aliquem fundum vel honorem liberum pro quo alii dare oblias, census vel alias
dominationes facere non teneatur, ille fundus et honor liber tenetur a domino suo
cujus est homo et sicut alii honores de casalagio supra dicto. -’

12 St vero habeat feuda que teneat ab alio quam a domino suo, ille homo potest
ea de cosuetudine et de consilio domini feudi contra voluntatem domoni sui
alienare inter vivos vel in ultima voluntate. Tamen, si donator ille homo dicte
conditionis non tradat res vel accedat alienationi consensus domini feudi et
moriatur ille homo, si dominus suus res illas et feuda preoccupet et denunciet
domino feudi quod donator feudatarius ille erat homo suus et res et feuda propter
hoc ad eum pertinent et requirat consensum domini feudi paratus ei satisfacere
de juribus pro feudo debitis, erit dominus ille jure potior, secundum
consuetudinem Tholose, quam donatarii vel legatarii, licet post talem
denunciationem laudaret dominus feudi aliis res donatariis vel legatariis; -+’

13 ‘si homo de corpore facit testamentum, filits suis vel nepotibus qui sibi in
eadem succedant conditione non extantibus, si homo ille habeat bona, potest de
mobilibus donare et tradere; si vero non tradat mobilia donata donatario et
decedat donator ante traditionem et dominus illius donatoris occupet bona
antequam legatarius vel donatarius adeptus fuerit possessionem legatorum vel
donatorum auctoritate judicis vel traditione facta per donatorem, ut dictum est,
prevalet occupatio domini et precluditur via petendi donatario vel legatario.’

14 ‘homines qui habent dominos possunt bona sua mobilia vendere et alienare et
tenere gassallias et recipere nomine gasallie animalia que prius habebant propria
et etiam alia sine consensu dominorum suorum.’

15 “in ecclesia, claustro, salvitate et extra vel in cunctis locis’.

16 ‘questare et de eis se servire ut de hominibus suis proprus et ligiis’.

17 ‘aliquis miles seu burgensis, civis Tholose aut alter civis, non potest auctoritate
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sua propria hominem suum proprium de corpore infra villam Tholose vel in
aliquo loco dicte ville intus muros seu portas Tholose vel barria capere, questare,
prgnorare aut in aliquo modo forciare.’

18 A. Combacal, Recherches sur le servage dans le Midi de la France, Toulouse,
1897. & ) bIF ZO#iwHE (p.149) 2 ZMOZ L,

19 M. Bloch, "Liberté et servitude personnelles au moyen age, particuliérement
en France: contribution a une étude des classes’, Anuario de historia del derecho
espariol, 10 (1933) (rééd.: in Id.. Mélanges historiques, Paris, 1963, t.1. 5|1 Z OF
WAz & %5 ), p.313.

20 M- 7uvy s [HiEka] CEWEENE, 1995 4), 346-347 H,

21 M. Bloch, Rois et serfs et autres écrits sur le servage, Paris, 1996, p.90.

22 M. Bloch, "Liberté et servitude ", op.cit., p.313, n.1.

23 E. Magnou-Nortier, La société laique et ['Eglise dans la province ecclésiastique
de Narbonne (zone cispyrénéenne): de la fin du VIII® a la fin du XI° siécle,
Toulouse, 1974.

24 P. Ourliac, "Réalité ou imaginaire: la féodalité toulousaine', Mélanges Jacques
Ellul, Paris, 1983; 1d., "La féodalité méridionale", Les pays de la Méditerranée
occidentale au Moyen Age: Etudes et recherches, Actes du 106° Congrés national
des Sociétés savantes (Perpignan, 1981), Philologie et histoire jusqua 1610,
Paris, 1984; Id., "L'esprit du droit méridional", Midz, 2 (1987); Id.,, "La féodalité et
son histoire", Revue historique de droit francais et étranger, 73 (1995).

25 P. Petot, "L'hommage servile. Essai sur la nature juridique de l'hommage",
Revue historique de droit francais et étranger, 4° série, 6 (1927).

26 P. Ourliac, "L'hommage servile dans la région toulousaine", Mélanges Louis
Halphen, Paris, 1951.

27 Ibid., p555 et n. 5 et 6 (I NAELAEESIZIFIE T % Puysubran # O B
F~x—Ta) AHL, bl X9z, by—v— XEBEETIE, BIUIBEE T
ERCUN Ty 1y 2 S I QYA

28 Ibid.

29 P. Ourliac, "Réflexions sur le servage languedocien’, C. R. de ['’Académie des
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, Paris, 1972; 1d., "Le servage a Toulouse aux XII® et
XIII® siécles", Mélanges Edouard Perroy, Paris, 1973.

30 Id, "Réflexions =", op. cit., p.586.

31 Ibid. homines de corpore et de casalagio \& 1170 456, & DIKIERI homines
de corpore sine casalagio 75 HILE L9,
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32 INV)Xy IPHERL TV ARG OFMES ~—Y 213 1181 Fu— 7 FHi i D
#t Puysubran ®5%ECd %, Id, "L'hommage servile:", op. cit., p.552, n. 2.

33 1d, "Le servage a Toulouse ‘", op. cit., p.253.

34 TV X Y ZIEREIC 5 T, MERLIEES O la Selve FIX OV xov 7 #)5)
DANT 2L — VB LOZOMOLEFELZFITL T 5205, ZOFIZ 1a Selve Hi )7
OFZIZET ML EREZF L Tnb, 2L, LIFLidhe &b
FEE XN TV B AT O A hommes <naturels> & FHENTW 5D & w9, Id.
et A-M. Magnou, Le Cartulaire de la Selve: la terre, les hommes et le pouvoir en
Rouergue au XI1I° siecle, Paris, 1985, Chapitre 1, pp.25-26.

35 P. Ourliac, "Le servage a Toulouse ‘", 0p. cit., pp.250-251.

36 M7IYADWbWw L [FRE fief roturier] DOYERAEIZ R > TV 575,
WD EIZDOWT, H Richardot, "Le fief roturier a Toulouse aux XII® et XIII°
siecles’, Revue historique de droit francais et étranger, 4° série, 14 (1935), pp.524-
543. (BEaR @ b » — ) — A EH F O H % T, H Gilles, op, cit., De feudis,
art.127, 132, 134, 139 etc.)

37 P. Ourliac, "Le servage a Toulouse =", 0p. cit., p.254.

38 Ibid.

39 #FAFE LTEESINTVSLOIE, 11 &S 12 #i R o =5 8ei
FCHE 7 7 v A TS CAlS L7z sauvetés’ LRSI A IR TH 545, #s
RASHEHEIC L) FHEINRE SR O RIZR S ze 7V )Y v 7 13RI
FIOWFZEIZE72 - T, kD X9 % ‘sauvetes [ZFT A58 % SI2 L Tw b, Id,
"Les sauvetés du Comminges, étude et documents sur les villages fondés par les
Hospitaliers dans la région des coteaux commingeois’, Recueil de I'Académie de
législation, 18 (1947); 1d., "Les villages dans la région toulousaine au XII® siécle",
Annales ESC, 3 (1949).

40 1Id., "Le servage a Toulouse ", op. cit., p.254 et n.28..

41 Ibid., pp.254-255.

42 P. Ourliac, "Réflexions ---", op. cit., p.589.

43 Dom C. Devic et Dom J. Vaissete, Histoire générale de Languedoc, 16 vols.,
Toulouse, 1872-1904, t. VIIL, col. 631, art. XX VIIL

44 P. Ourliac, "Réflexions ---", op. cit., p590. 1270 FE &\ ) FEMRIE, b — ) —X
AME DS IRACHIN AL TR IR A SN2 12T FE 2 SFHICENTWADTH A 9o

45 M. Mousnier, "Jeux de mains, jeux de vilains. Hommage et fidélité serviles
dans le Languedoc médiéval (XII-XIII® siécles)', Histoire et sociétés rurales, 14
(2000), pp.17-19.
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46 P. Gérard et E. Magnou, Cartulaires des Templiers de Douzens, Paris, 1965,
Cartulaire A, n® 11.

A7 M2, ‘homo ipsius abbatis, manibus junctis’, ‘homines manibus’, ‘homo de
duobus manibus’, ‘bosuit manus suas in manu abbatis’ 7z &£

48 M. et A. Gouron. 1974 fEDWE ST, M. 70 v idr o — B ey - 4% %
Favenyy by —, A 70 VIEE Y T TRFERSHEE.

49 M. et A. Gouron, "Hommage et servage dourine: le cas des serfs d'Agde",
Meélanges Pierre Tisset, Recueil de mémoires et travaux de la Société d'histoire
du droit et des institutions des anciens pays de droit écrit, VII, Montpellier, 1970.

50 1967 fEICHI SN [F 0 7 Ky 2 OBER] ITHWT, EETH ) 2D
Pt FE AL L7z Ph 7 v 71E, [RIGNEEZ 5 < 12 HRICIZEHh T > 7
Fo 7 WO 8E2H L] L LT BIHE OIS 2 2B s —L—
AP EEmWT v 7 Ky 7T ORICBEEL THRAL TWDHDTH S, Ph
Wolff (sous la dir. de), Histoire du Languedoc, Toulouse, 1967, p.161.

51 FEBEDOL ZAIIRIHIOR % Ao/ B HRETHA ).

52 M. et A. Gouron, "Hommage et servage dourine ---", op. cit., p.273.

53 Ibid., pp.269-270.

54 Ibid., p.268 et p.273.

55 [bid., pp.273-274.

56 P. Ourliac, "Le servage a Toulouse ", 0p. cit., p.255, n. 30.

57 A. Gouron, "Liberté, servage et glossateurs’, Recueil de mémoires et travaux
de la Société d'histoire du droit et des institutions des anciens pays de droit écrit,
XI, Montpellier, 1980.

58 M. et A. Gouron, "Hommage et servage d'ourine ", op. cit., pp.270-271.

59 Ibid., document I (Archives départementales de I'Hérault, G 31, n° 2) et
document II (G 31, n° 1).

60  ‘pro recognicione ipsius masata(e) et homagii’.

61 NI 20 F 0 A - MVIZLET S,

62 M. et A. Gouron, "Un affranchissement de serfs a Laurens (1270)", Hommage @
André Dupont, Montpellier, 1974. Piéce justificative (Archives départementales
de I'Hérault, 1E 110: 2 copies et 1 traduction francaise).

63 ‘ab hominisco et nexu colonarie et servilis conditione, et ab omni servitute’.

64 boaria \XHC & BRI, asinaria (20N K B, calcatores (T B OIFERE,
Jornales (£ 1 H5r D578, opera \ 357874t angariae \Z3EWA%, parangariae 1%
A5 N E A%
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65
66
67
68

‘(exceptis albergiis) illorum qui nobis albergas dare tenentur.’
‘de masata vel de hominisco’.
Jure acapiti’.

‘cum consilio nostro vel nostrorum, sanctis exceptis et militibus.’
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