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WRE AR e & LT o AHBY R oS

The Concept of Human Relationship
as the Substratum of the Korean Culture

Nozomu TSUNEISHI

Summary

This paper is an attempt to identify the concept of ‘human relationship’ as
the cultural substratum of Korea in historical perspective. ‘Human relationship’
means the existence or non-existence, or gradations, of a man-to-man link. In
the Korean community such human relationship tends to be considered very
important, perhaps more important than in other cultures, and works as the
most powerful channel to influence the community.

Chapter 1 serves as an Introduction to show our method of comparative ¢
ulturology. Chapter 2 defines the concept of ‘human relationship’, and
Chapters 3 and 4 illustrate the actual ‘phenomena’, ‘experiences’ and ‘linguistic
phenomena’ in Korea. Chapter 5 traces a history of 500 years of the subject.
Chapter 6 is an exposition of the fact that the subject forms the biggest ethical
problem of ‘urbanisation’ in the contemporary Korean community.

An attempt is made in this paper, as it was not in the past studies, to provide
a sufficient description of the positive aspects of ‘the concept of human
relationship’ . Such aspects include, for example, the possibility of the concept
developing into a Korean-style humanology of the ‘concept of human beings to
the Korean people’ .

(trans. by Masahiro Miyoshi)
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