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The enterprise of the Japanese in China is very marked. They have a government college here of one hundred
Japanese students who are fitting to be interpreters in consular or business offices. We are teaching 80 of these
students in daily English classes. and I have two weekly Bible classes with 45 members among graduates and
undergraduates of this and other Japanese college. As the Bible may not be taught in the class-rooms of the
college. we have rented a three-roomed tile roofed house just opposite the college buildings for a Japanese
Association House. Could you look in on Sunday morning you would see from thirty to forty men sitting, Japanese
style, on the matted floor and studying the Gospel of Mark with the American teacher, also sitting on a mat. in the
midst of then. The little house is being fitted up for Association purposes, with the class-room on the left seating
{on the floor) fifty students, with a reception room in the center and a reading-room on the right. Three of the class
are baptized Christians, two more desire to be; but “more study and testing” was my reply to this request'!.
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BEHO LB YMCARBREERED - Y 15—F - 21472 8% (1903.9.30).
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Not the least interesting. I trust not the least fruitful work which I have been able to do in the line of Bible
teaching during the year, was the class in the Japanese Commercial College in Shanghai. This class averaged
between thirty and forty in attendance and was conducted in English. I find the Japanese students much more
philosophical in their turn of mind than the Chinese Students. Many most interesting questions were asked in the
class. Some of then were put in writing, and handed to me in advance. The following exract (extract) will indicate
the nature of these questions:

“Will you kindly answer the following question please. I have heard that our Father in Heaven is omniscent
(omniscient] . almighty, and benevolent. But we see that there take place frequently in the world, earthquake,
flood, thunder, the eruption of volcane {volcano) , etc. If God has no force to make calm from these disasters, he
is not omnipotent. If God did not foreknow that these matters take place, He is not omniscent (omniscient) . How
do you think, Sir. Please answer it.”
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