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Abstract

In the context of cultural relativism, the concept of minzu in Chinese implies diverse and uncertain
connotations. In the post-nation-state era, the dualism between the real and virtual essence of minzu
has collapsed, requiring scholars to adjust our conceptual systems about cultures, societies and states in
responding to practical issues. In reviewing the ethnological and anthropological studies in mainland
China in the 20th century, we see that the political process of Chinese nation-state building has specified
the concept of nationality in a solid way, which was further challenged and deconstructed by a variety
of theories on ethnic-groups in the second half of the 20th century generating a new dualism between
the ontological and constructionist perspectives. Based on the theory of Pluralistic Unity of the Chinese
Nation by Fei Xiaotong, this article proposes to go beyond such dualism so as to explore the internal
logic of the Chinese Nation embedded in Chinese civilizations and histories and in the contemporary

world.
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