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Abstract

After the British invasion of Tibet in 1888 and 1904, tea produced at Assam in British India began
to be dumped to Tibet and quickly replaced the position of Sichuan tea in Tibet. It brought about two
direct results. The first one is that it weakened the connection of Tibet with inland China. The second
one is that it turned the tea from luxury goods consumed by the upper class into goods of daily necessity
for the common people. The second result had great impacts on Tibetan social structure and views.
Objectively, the dump of Indian tea to Tibet got Tibet involved into the world system passively.
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