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Another Aspect of “Bridge” to Connect This and Other Worlds:
Notes on the Representation of “av jiuc” and the Idea of Spirit among the Dong Nationality
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Abstract

As a medium to facilitate the passage of human and to realize the transcendence of natural obstacles,
bridge is not only a concrete object that made in various materials, architectural styles and architectural
processes, but also a symbol of multiple cultural significance. Among Dong people, bridges play a
significant role in shaping their ethnic culture and identity, that is not only as the boundary of the village
space, but also the symbol of ethnic tourism and cultural heritage. Moreover, Dong people’s enthusiasm
about building or fixing a bridge, as a part of residents’ public welfare, is based on their idea of merit.
However, except the concrete bridge, they also carry on the traditional ceremony of “bridging”, which is
closely related to their idea of spirit, concept of disease and merit, yet has not been paid much attention
to. Therefore, the essay focuses on the symbolic meaning of “bridging” performed in the processes of
the treatment of disease or the birth ceremony among the residents, instead of the bridge as the public
building, through the investigation of folk customs of “bridging” ceremony, which was called as “av
jiuc” in local language, and the idea of spirit expressed in the customs. The survey data used in this essay
was collected mainly in the Dong villages located at the boundary area of Guangxi and Hunan, China.

Keywords: Dong people; Bridging ceremony(“av jiuc”); the Idea of spirit; the God of “sax”
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