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Abstract

Japanese language classes that use anime as teaching materials have conven-
tionally focused on input activities, such as “confirming understanding of lan-
guage use”, “content comprehension”, and “understanding of Japanese society
and culture”. However, these classes have generally had inadequate focus on out-
put activities. Furthermore, input activities may be more difficult to implement in
classes where students exhibit wide disparities in Japanese language ability and
interest. This study first introduces activities aimed at improving individual output
abilities in an anime class for learners with varying levels of Japanese language
ability and interest. Next, the learners were interviewed to gain insight into the
impact of these activities, and the interview results are reported. The analysis
showed that the learners had a favorable perception of the activities, with “in-
creased opportunities to speak” and “abilities could be developed on an individual
basis”. However, the learners also experienced difficulties as “output was limited
due to the current low level of Japanese language ability” and “there were no
problem-solving methods available as information could not be acquired using
Japanese”. Finally, the report discusses the possible applications of this approach

to class activities that do not use anime.

Keywords: anime, teaching materials, output activity, input activity, varying levels
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