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“Border Region” Studies and the Kinmen Islands

Motohiko SATO

The purpose of the present article is to evaluate a recent economic and
social development of the Kinmen Islands (i.e. the Kinmen County) from a
standpoint of what the author call “Border Region” Studies. It starts from a
review of both the Border Studies (as part of the Study of International
Relations) and the Transnational Economic Zone Studies (as part of
Development Economics), and then proposes a new framework of analysis of
“Border Region” Studies, of which most important checkpoint is whether the
border concerned is just a geographical dividing line or a formative region
which is a basis for future regional economic and social development.

Based on this framework, the latter half of the article devotes itself into the
analysis of a recent economic and social trend of the Kinmen Islands mainly
from a cross-border tourist point of view. The article finds out that there has
been not only an exchange of people and commodities/services between the
Kinmen Islands and its closest mainland (Xiamen etc.), but also a close
cooperation based on local initiatives after 1992, especially in the 2000s. It
concludes that there is a cross border “region” in the making and this has
contributed and also will contribute to economic and social development of the
Kinmen Islands.



