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Rama I and Nguyén Phiic Anh, 1782-1802
Hiroshi KAWAGUCHI

Previous studies have shown that Siamese-Vietnamese relations from the end
of seventeenth century to the mid-nineteenth century were mainly affected by
their competition over Cambodia. However, it was only during the period between
1803 and 1832 that Siamese and Vietnamese monarchs frequently exchanged
envoys and letters. The Cambodian affairs, therefore, did not necessarily lead to
the formation of close diplomatic relations. Moreover, these letters often
mentioned Burma, which hardly bears any connection to the Nguyén dynasty.
Therefore, this paper aims to describe the relations between Rama I and Nguyén
Phuc Anh from 1782 to 1802 empirically by comparing both Siamese and Sino-
Vietnamese sources, to show how these would portend the nature of Siamese-
Vietnamese relations after the establishment of the Nguyén dynasty.

Toward the end of 1781, to attack Nguyén Phuc Anh, King Taksin ordered
Chaophraya Chakri (later known as Rama I) to march into Cambodia. However,
Phraya San revolted Taksin to imprison him in March 1782. According to the Ha
Tién Trdan Hiép Trdn Mac Thi Gia Pha i {E4RM #8518 IG5 3 which corresponds
to the Siamese sources more closely than other Vietnamese sources, after knowing
this, Chakii made his brother, Surasi, conclude a peace with Nguyén Hyu Thuy,
the general of Anh’s troop, and returned to the capital. Executing Taksin and San,
Chakr ascended the throne. Therefore, Rama I’s speedy success was partly thanks
to Thuy.

Meanwhile, Nguyén Phic Anh fled from Saigon to Bangkok in 1784. He and
his followers joined the Siamese army to defend the kingdom against the Burmese
attack that took place in 1785-1786. Anh regained Saigon in 1788 and continued
the war against the Tay Son dynasty. It is noteworthy that Laos became important
during this war. Inspired by Nguyén Hué’s invasion of the Vientiane kingdom in

1791, in 1792, Rama I and Anh planned an operation in which the armies of Siam
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and Vientiane would attack Nghe An, while Anh’s navy sailed to gain Quy Nhon
and Hue. However, this operation had to be postponed because the Burmese
invaded to recover Tavoy.

In 1795, Rama I suggested a similar operation to Anh. However, this operation
too did not take place because the Siamese court had to concentrate on dealing
with the Burmese diplomatic letter from Martaban. When the Burmese army
invaded Chiang Mai in 1798, responding to Rama I’s request, Anh sent a navy to
support Siam. However, the navy returned to Saigon without battle. In 1799, Anh
sent a letter to Siam to conduct a joint operation again. Although Rama I agreed to
it, the Siamese army could not participate even this time, because Burma made a
move to invade northern Thailand. Nguyén Vian Thoai, with 150 soldiers, reached
Vientiane. He and the king of Vientiane attacked Nghé An together in 1800. In
1801, while Anh regained Hue, Thoai invaded Nghé An again with Vientiane
troops.

Finally, 5000 Siamese troops were dispatched, and they, along with the
Vientiane army, defeated the army of Ngh€ An in the third lunar month of 1802.
According to the Ldn Hiéu Lé AF#], the Siamese troops also aimed to capture
two Tay Son generals, who were running from Qui Nhon toward Hanoi. Because
the Burmese forces had almost been driven away from northern Thailand and
Laos, by 1802, Rama I must have had some leeway to send troops to support Anh.
The Léan Hiéu Lé describes that after he captured Nguy&n Quang Toan, in October
or November 1802, Anh informed Rama I of the establishment of the new era, Gia
Long, the making of new seals, and the occupation of Hanoi.

For Rama I, Nguyén Phiic Anh was his collaborator in the war against Burma.
On the contrary, when Burma attacked Siam, the Siamese court could not afford to
send reinforcements to Anh. While the Burmese king Bodawpaya could mobilize
around 100,000 soldiers to invade Siam, Rama I had only 40,000 to 48,000 troops
for defense. He could not wage a war on two fronts. The Siamese court needed to
have good relations with the east to focus on the war against Burma in the west.
These must have been some of the factors that regulated the nature of the later

relationship between Siam and the Nguyén dynasty.
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