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The Second Taiwan Strait Crisis and
U.S. -Taiwan Relations:

Chiang Kai-shek’s Intentions and Responses
Haruka MATSUMOTO

This article analyzes the Taiwan Strait Crisis in 1958 and U.S. -Taiwan
relations. In particular, it focuses on Chiang Kai-shek’s policy regarding
the defense of the offshore islands, including the Quemoy and the Matsu
islands, during and after the crisis and on his attitude toward the issue of
returning to the Chinese mainland. Analyzing Taiwanese archival
documents including Chiang Kai-shek’s Diaries, this article highlights the
issue of the offshore islands and Chiang Kia-shek’s view about the
relations between the PRC and the Soviet Union. Chiang paid close
attention to PRC-Soviet relations, and when he discussed the subject
with the United States, he emphasized that the Soviet Union would not
intervene even if the ROC were to conduct a counter-offensive against
the Chinese mainland. While it is difficult to judge whether Chiang’s
analysis of the Soviet intentions concerning the defense of the PRC was
the product of his desire to entrap the United States or of more cool-
headed logical thinking, his view regarding the signs of the split between
Beijing and Moscow after the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis was
remarkably accurate. It is possible that Chiang may have thought that
his chance of returning to mainland China would be greater in the late
1950s and the early 1960s.
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