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A study of playing off one power against
another of managing the Southwest of China
of Ming Dynasty

ZHU Haoxuan

By based on the old ideology, playing off one power against another
had become an important strategy during managing the Southwest of
China in Ming Dynasty. This strategy included two points: appointing
the original inhabitants as Tusi; requisition Tusi enlistee to suppress the
rebellion. There are several reasons why the Ming government insisted
playing off one power against another. First, the fighting capacity of the
Ming governments army was getting low; Second, the southwest of
China has rugged environment; Third, the strategy can cut the cost of
governing the borderland. Playing off one power against another had a
positive impact during a certain period, but the characteristic of ethnic

discrimination limited its effect.

Keyword: Ming Dynasty; playing off one power against another; Tusi;

governing the borderland
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