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Abstract

This paper discusses qualitative research that analyzes culture in English. It
also talks about the characteristics of qualitative research. It is based on naturalis-
tic description on-site and on inductive reasoning, and it is concerned with the
process of generating meaning in a society. In addition, the theoretical background
of qualitative research is discussed and the author mentions symbolic interaction-
ism and philosophical ideas about the relationship between subjectivity and objec-
tivity. The author assures that ethnography is good at analyzing value, custom,
and the ways in which people think in a different culture. Based on his experience
of doing qualitative research, the language a researcher uses plays an important
role, and in his case he used English language because the people whom he was
interested in were English-speaking people. For researchers whose native lan-
guage is not English, it is difficult to conduct a research, analyze the data, and
write an academic paper in English. However, when researchers rely on transla-
tion, they may not capture subtlety of social phenomena that they study. The au-
thor shows part of his fieldnotes and interview transcripts, and he claims that there

are some advantages of using English to conduct a qualitative research.
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OPORTVEREZEMS LD DDERXBWICEWVIE ) 2L (Richards and Rogers,
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Mz 2L, WALALBEHATS T, FMErHd s Ho7, ¥ I F 2 —RITEFH
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February xx, xxxx
Satoshi Tsukamoto
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Springfield Garden Apartments
Ist Set of Notes

Intermediate Class of English as a Second Language
I arrived at Springfield Garden Apartments where an English class was taking place. The
classroom was located in the basement of the apartment, so it is not a kind of classroom that I
usually expect to see at school. I opened the door and entered the classroom. There were six
small round tables and five people were already there. I felt as if I were in a cafeteria because of
the round tables. There were bookshelves on both corners of the classroom, holding textbooks
and newspapers not in a neat way.
Nobody seemed to pay attention to me. When I sat at one round table that was not occupied, one
old man wearing glasses was cleaning the blackboard. I thought he was a clerk who was in
charge of cleaning the classroom, but he sat at the table close to the entrance and waited for a
teacher.
At first glance I recognized two Russian-English dictionaries besides textbooks and notebooks
on the two round tables; one is on the table close to the entrance and the other on the table at the
opposite corner of the room. There was one old man and one old woman sitting around the table
close to the entrance, and one old man with white hair and two old women, in pink and in black
respectively, sat around the table at the opposite corner. I assumed that they were all Russians.
Their clothes were very causal, as mine was. They talked to each other in Russian before the
teacher appeared.
The teacher came to the class at five minutes to twelve. “Can I participate in your class today?”
asked 1. “You are very welcome,” she said. She was probably in her late fifties. She wore dark
green clothes. I introduced myself to the rest of the students very briefly. The teacher said, “My
name is Mia. You are Sayaka’s husband, aren’t you?” I said, “Yes.”

0.C.: “My wife has been taking a morning class, which is for the beginners, since last October to



improve conversation skills in English, and I met Mia once when my wife attended for the first
time. She remembered me even though I talked to her for a very short time on that occasion.”
The old man with glasses sitting at the table close to the entrance said that he knew Sayaka. I
asked him if he knew my wife. Mia said that she had two students whose name was Sayaka and
pointed out who he referred to as Sayaka was different from my wife. The old woman in red
sitting at the table at the opposite corner asked me if Sayaka was a popular name in Japan. I said,
“Yes.”

0O.C.: “I felt comfortable in the classroom from the beginning. I felt I had already been a member
of the class. The atmosphere of the classroom was very relaxed. I sensed from the outset that
communication between the teacher and students was very smooth.”

An old couple in their fifties came to the class in five minutes. They sat next to me. Nobody
seemed to mind their intrusion.

Mia asked us if we had watched TV last Tuesday and seen the President’s first State of the Union
Address that focused on education. Everyone seemed to have watched or known about the
content of the President’s proposal. Mia asked, “What is tax incentive?”” Spontaneously, one man
responded to the question: “To help college students in their first two years.” Another man added,
“To help parents who have college students.” Mia said, “Clinton wants to recruit many people
who help children succeed at college” In addition, she said, “I was very surprised that so many
people volunteered in the United States when I first came here from Germany.”

0O.C.: “The atmosphere of the classroom was lively. Everybody was willing to say something to

the question. There was quite a bit of conversations among the members of the classroom.”

ZD74=IVF/ = PERETSR=V B, ZORMOHDEHREL T2, HEIIRES
FHCHLHBICHREOF 2D, Yo kichMio<w4 7ahty b 2o Sz E
E, ABTOPY LD EFE LT, ERFEORTOPDEDETELRIAETE LI
Lo BEDKDSTH S, 24RHUNIC 74—V EF /) = 2ELESICLT, 29 LK
Wi, BHOHICHEREESEATLEY, BETOEIRDOH 5584 L L L EDPD
EODRARALBERZEEICE->TLEI DL TH D, ZRFEDET-OMIZ, K5O
722 L % OC (Observer’s Comments) & L CTHIFINZ 72,

TDT7 4=V F/—=FTiE FREELEFOLD LD EFRL VD, ZOEZEICSM
LTwREEICELEH-7-DIE, BRELTT AV NICHKT, JEEEREFEE LaWAL
B0, BEICb b 5T, EILT, £LEDKIICHEERFATHLIDD, 2HD I
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354 Huntington Hall, Syracuse University

1st Set of Interviews

Interview with a professor

B: Kathryn Sullivan (pseudonym) A: Satoshi Tsukamoto

B: Okay. So let me talk about society at large first. You know, as faculty members we have a lot
of status in the university. But people make fun of faculty members for, you know, being
concerned with issues that they see as minor like...

A: Really?

B: Oh yes. Like, faculty members argue about what people see as ridiculous. So many
conservatives, for example, in the government will make fun of faculty members because of how
they think and talk. But if I go, for example, to physical therapy, my physical therapist thinks I’'m
very, I have a lot of status because I’m a professor. And so does the doctor. The doctor treats me
with a lot of, you know, respect. But I don’t know if you ever took a... Do you remember Katy
Johnson (pseudonym) ? Well, anyways she was a doctoral student in our program, an African-
American woman who is now the dean, academic dean at Xxxxx College, which is a very good
undergraduate school. And her mother was ill recently. And so she was taking care of her mother
in the hospital and the nurses and the doctors all treated her terribly. So she was waiting for
something and she took out her iPhone or her Blackberry and the nurse said, “Gee, that’s a fancy
phone.” And she said, “Oh, I use it for my job.” And the nurse said, “Oh, what is your job?”” And
she said, “I’m a dean and a professor at this school.” And all of a sudden, her treatment was
much better. So, you know, we do have certain capital but issues like race and gender are more
important than that, some of the times. In terms of cultural capital, you know, people who know
how the university works and understand, you know, how to negotiate, end up doing very well
here. So, for example, Audrey (pseudonym) is a person who is... Her role, it seems to me, in
many different situations is as a mediator. So she looks at all the different positions and then she
finds a way. She’s not a person, for example, who is going to fight for a particular thing

sometimes. But she plays a very, very important role because there are other people in the
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department, more like me, who are going to fight for something. And she’s a person who will
always find a way to do this kind of mediation. So we have a new course that started last year,
which you should get her to talk about, which is called, um... It’s really a foundations core
course, but it’s called something like, um, Epistemology and the Politics of Knowledge. And a
faculty member comes in and talks about the kind of work he or she is doing. And Audrey is just
wonderful at reading how people want to be read. So that seems to me, that’s a very important
skill and that’s what I want my graduate students to have. I want you to be able to communicate
in a way that other people will read you the way you want. So that means, partly, you have to
learn what kinds of vocabulary, what kinds of language is at use right now. And also, how do I
use what other people think of as common sense in order to be able to communicate what I want
to say. And I think that, you know, this takes certain forms of cultural capital. So here’s a simple
thing. When someone as a young faculty member, when someone e-mails you, you have to
e-mail back right away. You don’t wait a week or two to e-mail. If you don’t know the answer,
you say, “I’ll find out about it and get back to you.” So we have some young faculty members
who literally don’t e-mail you back. So, this is like, they don’t have cultural capital to make it in
the university. And it’s a simple thing. It’s like learning what are the rules of power and then

being able to apply them.
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