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Abstract

In real-world Japanese language education, the reasons for phonetic training
avoidance include (1) teachers with non-Tokyo native dialects who are apprehen-
sive about using current phonetic training methods that stress the importance of
the “correct common language” and (2) a lack of phonetic training courses and
workshops with objectives outside of learning pronunciation based on the “correct
common language”. To examine this further, a written questionnaire survey was
administered to approximately 30 Japanese language teachers. The respondents
were queried about (1) their opinions toward phonetic training (especially the ef-
fects of their native dialects on phonetic training) and (2) whether their attitudes
toward phonetic training had changed after participating in a course about “Func-
tion- and Situation-Appropriate Phonetic Training”. For (1), several teachers re-
sponded that “As the common language is not my native dialect, I lack confidence
in my pronunciation and therefore avoid phonetic training”. Among the responses
to (2), the following three types of attitude changes were observed: “Break-
through” with responses of “I realized that it was not ideal to keep avoiding pho-
netic training”; “Restoration of confidence” with responses of “I decided that |
can conduct phonetic training with confidence in my pronunciation as a native
Japanese speaker”; and “Reconsideration of training methods” with responses of

“I realized that ‘correct common language’ is not everything in phonetic training”.

Keywords: Native dialect, “correct common language”, phonetic training,

teachers’ attitudes, teacher educations
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