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Between “American Emperor” and “Friendship”:
The American View of the Communist Party of China during the Anti-Japanese
War (1937-1945)
WANG Baoping and SHI Wei

Abstract: The change of the relationship between the Communist Party of China
and the United States during the Anti-Japanese War has always been a hot topic

in academic circles. In view of the existing studies, most of them focused on the
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late period of the Anti-Japanese War after the outbreak of the Pacific War in
1941, and neglected the influence of ideology. This paper attempts to examine
the evolution of the Communist Party of China’s view of the United States from
1937 to 1945. This paper holds that during the Anti-Japanese War, the CPC’s
view of the United States experienced a transition from “American Emperor” to
“Friendship”, and finally returned to the history of “American Emperor”. As the
ideological basis for the change of the relationship between the CPC and the
United States, the concept of the United States is the fundamental view of the
Chinese Communists on the United States. Its evolution reflects not only the
revolutionary color of how political forces positioned relations with the United
States since the birth of the Communist Party of China, but also the maturity and

development of the ideological construction of the Communist Party of China.

Key words: American Emperor; Friends; American View; Communist Party of

China; Ideology
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