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Abstract

Cultural anthropology in both China and Japan is knowledge "imported" from Western world. However, Japanese
Cultural Anthropology is much more advanced than Chinese Anthropology, since it is closer to the world knowledge
system of cultural anthropology that is led by Britain and the United States. While Chinese cultural anthropology
has been accepting Western Cultural Anthropology on a large scale, it has been influenced by Japanese Cultural
Anthropology as well and keeps a close relationship with it. This article discusses the status as “marginality”
and “nativeness” of anthropology in China and Japan, when comparing with Western cultural anthropology.
Through analyzing the differences and imbalances between Chinese cultural anthropology and Japanese cultural
anthropology, this paper points out that the possibility of cultural anthropology in these both countries should lie
on the academic exchange practice called “bilateral interactive” between this two countries. That is, just as the
exchanges mainly focus on "Chinese Studies" so far, more efforts should also be made to achieve the incorporation

into "Japanese Studies" in the future.
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