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Abstract
It could be dated back to the historic Meiji Restoration of 1868, as the start point of massive importing and introducing
of “Philosophy” the notion into academia in Japan, even of the entire East Asia. The particular translation of “¥f
B4 t0 occidental “Philosophy” was firstly invented by Ni Amane. However, he didn’t interpret this word accurately.
Though had he perceived that most distinction between Philosophy and primitive Confucianism, Ni Amane still
regarded “Philosophy” identical to “Neo-Confucianism” originated in Song Dynasty, i.e. perplexed by the actual
confusion of “ideas” and “philosophy” in mind. Likewise, Inoue Tetshjirou was previously nominating “Cina
Philosophy” of China’s traditional thoughts in his teaching material of “Philosophy History of East Asia”, with
the attempting to transform entire Oriental traditional thoughts scholarship (as Confucianism) into contemporary
academic form of Occidental philosophy. By a more general and fuzzy standpoint to philosophy, Inoue Tetshjirou
confirmed Chinese traditional thoughts the statue of “Philosophy”. Besides, in certain earliest published books
concerning Chinese Philosophy History in contemporary China, we could also find the common confusion between
philosophy and traditional thoughts. That misunderstanding has been even prevailed till present. Theoretically, it

might be the actual cause to those issues concerning Legality of Chinse Philosophy nowadays.

Key Terms: Philosophy, “¥£%”, Chinese Philosophy, Ni Amane, Inoue Tetshjirou, traditional

thoughts & philosophy
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