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Abstract

P
%

The purpose of this paper is to examine the description of dance in the Philippines in the Great Journey Journal

series and to consider its evaluation in terms of cross cultural communication. In the Great Journeys to the colonial

Philippines in the 1920s and '30s. Toa Dobun Shoin college students frequently visited the local dance halls or

"cabarets" and made different comments on the local recreation in their travel diaries. The text analysis reveals that

the students gazed at the activity in a negative way: their common understanding of dance is that it was a corrupt

practice and one of the obstacles toward the independence of the colonial Philippines. This negative rating of dance

is able to be interpreted by three aspects. First, education of Toa Dobun Shoin College, a business school, misled the

students into ignoring the significance of recreation enjoyed by every class of the colonial society. Second, the idea

of the Great Journey as moral discipline as well as the success-in-life ideology (37 HHT:38) in Modern Japan

forced them to underestimate the cultural value of dance. Third, the gap of body culture and the lack of dancing skill

of the students prevented them from comprehending the importance of dance in the Philippine society.
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