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Abstract

The typical characteristic of Chinese tea-culture is that tea, as a food, develops from its original material property
(“drinking”) to its aesthetic property (“taste”) , thus forming a unique cultural form. It is easy to find that this is a
process in which the subjectivity of human beings is gradually established in the relationship between human beings
and things. The appearance of tea-tasting culture, as its highest aesthetic form, makes tea transcend the field of diet
culture and rise to the aesthetic category with philosophical meaning. However, through the analysis of the aesthetic
elements in “tea-tasting” , this paper realizes that the “truth-seeking” advocated in “tea-tasting” is not to seek for a
state in which the tea and the people be observed in the same realm, but to remain in a state of suspension between
people and objects. And the so-called Chinese teaism revealed in it, although it has a tendency to explore the “Dao”
of “Follow Nature” , it has not entered into the conscious pursuit of the lofty spirit of human relations, which
carries the Tao with “tea” and promotes the Tao with “tea” , essentially can not go beyond the level of fun, luxury

consumption of a small number of people with similar identity, knowledge and values.

Key words : Tea-drinking; Tea-tasting; Subjectivity; Aesthetic property; The spirit of teaism
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