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Abstract

The common framework of the Alien series is the woman versus the organi-
zation embodied in Alien. It is so apparent that the framework has been taken not
as the signified but as the signifier, as labelled by Saussure. Many critics have al-
ready pointed out that the series contain multilayered metaphors concerning gen-
der and sex. The framework has been regarded as the container of the metaphors
and coded as a patriarchal society or male desire. If science fiction movies mirror
the authors’ concern in the contemporary periods when the movies were produced,
the corporate and military organizations depicted in the series should be not only
the container but also the contents for their own sake. The framework shows the
fear that capitalism in the 20" century caused the organizations to prioritize their
pursuit of profits, so that they took advantage of people as if they were expendable
cogwheels.

Because the four movies of the series, released from 1979 to 2003, have a
common framework, changes in the elements of the inside stories come to con-
spicuously reflect the transition of American society. The first work, Alien (1979),
shows the influence of the feminism movement of the 1960s with the appearance
of the calm and strong heroine, Ellen Ripley. Though she does not seem feminine
while battling against the Alien, her femininity is emphasized just before the last
battle with the Alien by her taking off her clothes before entering the sleeping
capsule. The scene underscores the protagonist’s femininity. The second work,
Aliens (1986), shows the effect of the New Conservatism, which President Ronald
Reagan advocated. Ripley has a pseudo-mother-and-daughter relationship with
the girl she saved and they seem to make a nuclear family with the marine who
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survived. The third work, Alien 3 (1992), implies extreme misogyny, which can be
considered to be the backlash of the feminism movement affected by Reagan’s
policy in the 1980s. The forth work, Alien 4 (1997, 2003) is the dire warnings
against the loss of empathy peculiar to human beings due to the fascinating devel-
opment of technology. It has the nihilistic ending to show that we would have the
same tragic future, if we kept blind to the potential danger of our total reliance on

science and technology.

Keywords: woman, organization, femininity, feminism, the New Conservatism,

the loss of empathy, science and technology
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