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Abstract

For the purpose of visualizing the relationship building process and its
change over time between people with multicultural backgrounds with various
languages and cultures in a multimodal way, we collected about 30 minutes of
daily conversation between 2 Japanese students and 4 international students at an
international dormitory 9 times, and then conducted an interview on this research
cooperation individually.

In this paper, we first examined whether there were any changes in the rela-
tionship between the six participants, based on the analysis of their follow up in-
terviews. Next, using the conversation analysis, we tried to describe and examine
the actual communication that triggered the change in one international student’s
relationship with others. In the interview, when the international student talked
about a change in relationship with others, the term “talk, snack, change, say,
know, interesting, alien, first, second floor, different” was used frequently and was
important. In addition, there was a strong connection between words such as “way
of thinking/different,” “relationship/change,” and “six people/gather/interesting.”
We mainly focused the laughter and teasing that took place shortly after the initial
data collection, when the word “first, the second floor, six people/gather/interest-
ing” appeared, and analyzed what elements of others were joked and what they
were trying to do in the conversation. In that conversation, the international stu-
dent, who had seldom come to the shared space on the second floor of the dormi-
tory until she joined this research cooperation, was made fun of by “the people
who often come to the second floor” as “a person who seldom comes to the sec-
ond floor.” At first, the international student refused to be teased, but by explain-
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ing why she had not come to the second floor often, she created an opportunity to
become a member of the participants and work together.

From this observation of data, we can see that through the accumulation of
conversations, they share each other’s experiences, values, etc., and through that,
they engage in confrontation as teasing or play, and through laughing together,

their relationships gradually become closer.

Keywords: multi-party conversation, contact situations, relationship building pro-
cess, teasing
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