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Abstract:

As a literary genre, the attribution of “prose poetry” has been unclear. Whether it is poetry or prose, as
“prose poetry” is not presented in lines, it becomes blurred in the division of literary genres, which
makes its identity ownership very embarrassing. In the modern and contemporary Chinese literary
circles, although there are many prose poets, their existing circumstances are not satisfactory. Literary
theory circles are indifferent to “prose poetry” and basically regard it as “Asian Literature”. In view of
this phenomenon, this paper explores its causes from the perspectives of history and reality. From the
history of the birth of Chinese prose poetry, the author’s “unconscious” creation of “prose poetry” has a
long history. From the contemporary reality, even if most authors “consciously” create “prose poetry”,
due to the lack of a relatively unanimous basic understanding of the aesthetic characteristics of “prose
poetry”, the result can only be hover between “modern poetry” and “prose”. As a result, the theoretical
circles can only choose “lines” as the temporary standard to exclude “prose poetry” from the field of
poetry when judging whether “prose poetry” belongs to “poetry” literature. The field of prose does not
recognize that “prose poetry” belongs to the members of the prose family because the content of “prose
poetry” adopts the artistic expression of poetry, resulting in cancelling the literary identity of “prose
poetry” either in form or in content. As an independent literary genre, “prose poetry” has not been
recognized in literary theory circles and even been criticized neither fish nor flesh. Although “prose
poetry” has developed in China since the beginning of the 21st century as an independent literary genre,

the theoretical circles is still indifferent to its existence as before.
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