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The distance sunset:
The life state and spiritual world of exile official of Yunnan province
in Ming Dynasty

Abstract: The living conditions of Yunnan exile officials in the Ming dynasty
were mainly manifested in the aspects of their encounters and social circles in
their banished places. From officials to “criminals”, the exile officials decline in

social status and being banished into the remote borders, and the predicament
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of the Pleiades, restrict their lifestyle choices and the development of the social
network circle. However, this unique group of officials has a social background,
with different talents, different encounters, and different personalities, their living
conditions in the banned land show diversification, showing different spiritual
worlds. The life state and spiritual world of the exile officials are not only an
important manifestation of the operation of the Ming Dynasty’s banished system,
but also a true portrayal of the group of exile officials. Their political, economic
and cultural interaction with Yunnan province also reflects the imperial power of
that era. Under the operation of the system, the close relationship between the

state, society and individuals and the reality of frontier society.

Key words: Ming Dynasty; the exile officials of Yunan province; living condition;

spiritual world; frontier society
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