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Summary

The Problems of the SDGs and Local/Glocal
Governance

SATO Motohiko

The present article reviews not only the advantages but also the disadvantages
of SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) of the United Nations (UN). It firstly
refers to the advantages from a standpoint of “sustainability” and “no one left
behind”, which are in contrast with the UN MDGs (Millenium Development
Goals). On the other hand, it clarifies three disadvantages, namely (1) possible
contradictions between goals for poverty eradication and those for sustainability,
(2) lack of concrete visions for cooperation among various actors (stakeholders),
and (3) apolitical nature which never refers to political regimes (e.g. democratic or
non-democratic/repressive). The first and the third points need further in-depth
studying, which is also beyond a task of the present article, then its focus is put
upon the second point.

This second point is closely related with a characteristic setting of the SDGs.
That is in other words a “Matrics-type” structure. It makes clear each actor’s role
for the SDGs, but no hard idea on linkages or collaboration among actors.
Platform or consortium is a typical and popular reference in this regards, but it
shows only an institutional framework and lacks in “governance” (local/glocal).
The present author considers that it is this shortage which has not promoted the
SDGs in a progressive way. The article’s conclusive comments are not yet
necessarily clear, but the author does some case studies mainly of Japan and
suggests some possible and desirable local/glocal governance for the SDGs.
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