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Abstract

This study was conducted to clarify the perceptions of Japanese and international university students
residing in the Tokai region regarding the use and teaching of a Japanese dialect to foreigners. A question-
naire survey was conducted on 58 Japanese students and 34 international students. The results showed that
approximately 60% of both the Japanese students and international students felt that “it is unnecessary to
teach the dialect” because (1) the Tokai regional dialect is almost identical to common Japanese, (2) even
Japanese people do not use the dialect, and (3) common Japanese should be learned before the dialect. In
contrast, approximately 40% of both the Japanese students and international students felt that “it is nec-
essary to teach the dialect” because (1) it is needed for daily life in the Tokai region and (2) dialects must
be preserved as a part of the region’s cultural heritage. Furthermore, while many respondents felt that it is
sufficient to naturally learn the dialect, there were some international students who were unsure if they had
even been spoken to in the dialect. There may be a correlation between the availability of opportunities for
international students to be exposed to a regional dialect and their level of acceptance as “insiders” within
that region. Further studies are needed to explore this relationship with the degree of social acceptance.
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