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ABSTRACTS

Xie Liangzuo (A.D. 1050-1121), who was also named Master Shangcai, was an
important scholar of the middle and late Northern Song China, whose doctrine
bridged Yichuan studies and Zhuzi studies and was widespread in the intellectual
communities from the late Northern Song to the early Southern Song, and was one of
the representative figures of the Song Dynasty. This paper mainly focuses on the
intellectual world of Xie Liangzuo's contemporaries, including his teachers, friends,
disciples, and writings, as well as his influence on the history of intellectual history in

modern times, by exploring his lifetime history and path of academic formation.

The first chapter focuses on the life of Xie Liangzuo and the formation of his doctrine.
Through the critique of relevant historical materials, the erroneous records of Xie
Liangzuo's origin and the year of his death in the History of the Song Dynasty -
Biography of Taoism (Songshi Daoxuezhuan) and Zhou Rudeng's (A.D. 1547-1623)
Orthodox Biography of the Sacred Learnings (Shengxue Zongzhuan) are corrected,
pointing out that Xie Liangzuo was born in Shangcai County, Cai Prefecture, Runan
Province, and died in the third year of Xuanhe (A.D. 1121) in the Northern Song
Dynasty. Xie Liangzuo inherited the doctrines of The Brothers Cheng Hao (A.D.
1032-1085) and Cheng Yi (A.D. 1033-1107), and was not only a scholar of
Neo-Confucianism but also had a profound influence on the theory of literary

criticism after the Southern Song Dynasty.

The second chapter focuses on the political activities of Xie Liangzuo in his later
years. By studying the timing of Xie Liangzuo's entry and exit from the Yuan You
party prohibition, the political role of Xie Liangzuo in the late Northern Song Dynasty
is examined in detail, and the political relationship between Xie Liangzuo and Song

Huizong (A.D. 1082-1135), Han Zhongyan (A.D. 1038-1109) and others is restored.

The third chapter focuses on the development of Neo-Confucianism in the late
Northern Song Dynasty. Through the dual vision of academics and politics, it
discusses the dissemination process of Yichuan Studies as a private school in the late
Northern Song Dynasty. By examining Xie Liangzuo's disciples and those who were

influenced by his doctrine, it restores the process of Shangcai Studies as a unique



form of Neo-Confucianism prevailing in the late Northern Song Dynasty.

The fourth chapter focuses on the relationship between Classicism-Confucianism and
Neo-Confucianism. Through the comparison of Cheng Yi's Yichuan Studies and Wang
Anshi's (A.D. 1021-1086) Xin Studies, the formation, distribution, and significance of
Xie Liangzuo's Commentary on the Analects (Lunyu Jie) in the two Song dynasties
are studied. In Xie Liangzuo's teaching method of "deduction" and "metaphorical
chanting", the Records of Conversation (Yiilu) and the Commentaries on the Classics

constitute the two sides of Xie Liangzuo's doctrine.

The fifth chapter focuses on the compilation and documentation of The Records of
Master Shangcai's Conversation (Shangcai Xiansheng Yiilu). It examines the five
types of Xie Liangzuo's conversation record distributed in the two Song dynasties,
analyzes the relationships among them, and examines the process by which Jiang
Gongwang's Discussion of the Dao (Bian Dao Lu) was mistakenly integrated into Xie
Liangzuo's conversation, answering the question of historical criticism raised by Hu
Shih in Outline of the History of Chinese Philosophy (Zhongguo Zhexueshi Dagang).
This chapter also presents the influence of Xie Liangzuo in the formation of Zhuzi
studies through the Zhu Xi's (A.D. 1130-1200)work of editing The Records of Master

Shangcai's Conversation.

The sixth chapter focuses on the publication and distribution of The Records of
Master Shangcai's Conversation (Shangcai Xiansheng Yiilu) in modern East Asia. It
was published seven times in Ming Dynasty China, and three major edition systems
were formed in Qing Dynasty China, the Baogaotang version by Lii Liuliang(A.D.
1629-1683) , The Shangcai Ancestral Hall version by local officials, and Zhengyitang
version by Zhang Boxing (A.D. 1651-1725), and there is one publication in Edo
period in Japan, and there is a revised version by scholars who contributed to Zhuzi
studies in Korea. The study points out that nearly all the publishers generally had a
background in Zhuzi studies and took Zhu Xi’s philosophy as a standard of
appreciation or depreciation of Xie Liangzuo’s book in the process of publication. As
a result, Shangcai studies in modern East Asia had essentially become a component of
Zhuzi studies.
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