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Exploring the Limit of the “Private” in Human Existence:

Taking Cynical Diogenés’Acts as an Example
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Abstract

The key concepts of “public” and “private” are frequently involved during the explorations of public
philosophy. However, these concepts are generally used without the boundary of “public” and “private”
being defined or demonstrated. Although the relative features between “public” and “private”are
sometimes touched, and there is almost no barrier for readers to understand “Public” as the enlargement
of “private”, the minimum unit of “private” which is called “meta-private” might be seldom discussed
philosophically. This article reveals the self-contained essential of the minimum unit of “meta-private”,
which is illustrated as the refusal of the state of absolutely “for itself” of those “in-itself” and the
transcendence of the state of “in and for itself”. This article also elucidates the philosophical issue of the
establishment and movement of the possibilities and impossibilities of human beings’ existence as a
“meta-private” through the analysis of contradiction and the way of being reconciled of cynical

Diogengs’ acts of “preaching on the square” and “masturbation on the square”.
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