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Abstract

The flapper trend originated in the United States in the 1920s, rapidly swept the
western world and spread across the sea to Asian countries. With the cross-border
spread of new entertainment such as movies, the lifestyle and dress style of flapper
entered the vision of modern Chinese urban residents. Chinese women used underwear
in order to breast-binding for a long time. During the Song Dynasty, women begin to
bind their breast. Underwear in the Qing Dynasty called "Doudu" or "Dudou", but only
to hide the body curve to avoid too conspicuous, not intentionally tight it. Significant
changes had been seen in the form and trend of urban women's underwear in Republic
of China. Urban Chinese women wore from Dudou to Xiaomajia as underwear,
especially in young women students. Breast-binding became a symbol of fashion. With
the time going, some people recognized the bad influence of breast-binding and called
for natural-breast. Local governments had also issued an executive order to ban against
breast-binding in 1927. Finally the original underwear had improved and the new
underwear came out. During this period social aesthetic and external clothing had also
changed a lot and influenced each other with the reform of underwear.

The rise of "hair cutting and clothes changing" and "the Campaign of Heavenly
Breast " made some urban women tend to flapper fashion. Chinese tradition combined
with western fashion, the Chinese flapper with waved hair and cheongsam has become
a unique landscape in the communication between China and the western world. This
period completed the transformation of clothing from the late Qing Dynasty to the urban
fashion of the Republic of China. Coincidentally, neighboring Japan was also deeply
affected by the flapper trend, and "€ X > # —)L'" was born. As the predecessor of
modern girls, Chinese flapper actively participated in social activities, which provided
more possibilities for modern women to enter public space and participate in social
affairs. Since the end of the Jazz age in the 1930s, Chinese women have never stopped

trying to express themselves.
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