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! Ezra Vogel, China and Japan: Facing History, Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of
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2 Norman Bell and Ezra Vogel, A Modern Introduction to the Family, Glencoe, Ill.: Free Press, 1960.

3 Ezra Vogel, Japan's New Middle Class: The Salary Man and His Family in a Tokyo Suburb, Berkeley:
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Japan as Number 1: Lessons for America
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5 Ezra Vogel, Canton under Communism: Programs and Politics in a Provincial Capital, 1949-1968,
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1969.
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“By 1988, most of Guangdong’s leaders no longer suffered from illusions. They knew that by international standards
their province remained poor and backward....But the pace of change gave them a momentum and a measure of
optimism in wrestling with those issues...”
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When Deng stepped down in 1992 he had fulfilled
the mission that had eluded China’s leaders for
150 years ... enrich the Chinese people and
strengthen the country.
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But in the process...Deng presided over a
fundamental transformation of China itself — the
nature of its relations with the outside world, its
governance system and its society.
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Panel Discussion Points

By Chunli Li

1. Three and a half years ago, on Nov. 23, 2019, Professor Ezra Vogel
gave a lecture precisely on this stage in this hall.

1.a) If Professor Vogel were here today, what would he say about the
current situation in Asia, such as US-China relations or Japan-China
relations?

1.b) Furthermore, what advice would he give to us about the future
direction of Asian studies in our current challenging age?

We would appreciate hearing opinions and comments from each of you.

@
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2. The second point for discussion concerns the methodology for future Asian studies and social
science research.

Up to now, Japan has mainly relied on research methods hased on field surveys, literature
reviews and in-depth interviews in the field of social science research. I believe Professor Ezra Vogel's
research style is also based on thorough field surveys and interview-hased methods. On a global scale,
he is regarded as one of the leading experts who has mastered this research methodology.

However, when I conducted research as a fellow researcher at Harvard University Asia Center a
few years ago, I was very inspired to learn that the quantitative research methods are becoming
mainstream, not only in the fields of economics and management studies, but also in international
politics and international relations in the U.S.

The professor of Peking University who accompanying me at that time had the same impression.
Although there is a slight lag compared to the United States, it seems that China is gradually
adopting this trend as well.

Considering the age of big data and Al, we would like to hear your frank opinions on the
methodology for future Asian studies and social science research.
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