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Reuse, recognition, and redevelopment of Colonial Architecture:

A case study in Northeastern China
Xing Zhou

Abstract:

Colonial architecture generally refers to the general name of the architectures built by the
suzerain country in its colonies according to its own architectural technology, design, and style.
The decolonization of colonial architectures in the Northeastern China region, except that some of
them were destroyed or directly demolished, was gradually realized through renaming, use,
conversion, reconstruction, reinterpretation, heritabilization, and other ways. In the process of
decolonization, several practical models of "reuse", "recognition" and "redevelopment" of colonial
architecture have been formed in turn. "Reuse" is mainly based on the situation that colonial
architectures are used flexibly based on their use value and prolong their service life after being
confiscated as state-owned assets. "Recognition" mainly refers to the cultural heritabilization of
colonial architecture, which must have experienced the rediscovery of the historical, cultural, and

scientific values of colonial architecture. "Redevelopment" mainly refers to the situation that
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colonial architecture, as a landmark of the city, or as a part of the urban landscape, can become a
landscape resource worthy of development under the background of the new era and be used for
tourism development.

This paper focuses on the different practice modes of "decolonization" of colonial architectures
in the Northeastern China region and points out that their final direction is to gradually absorb
colonial architectures into the pedigree of diversified historical architectures in the city.

Keywords: Northeast China, Colonial architecture, Decolonization, Reuse, Recognition,
Redevelopment, Heritabilization
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