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RecentlyIhavespenttwoweekendsin

Paris.ThefirstonewasfromSeptember8thto

the12th,2001.Itiseasytorememberbecause

itwastheweekendoftheattackontheWorld

TradeCenterinNewYorkwhichIwatchedon

Frenchtelevision.

Actuallythisweekendbeganwithashock

forme-beforethebiggershockinAmerica.

AtROISSY CHARLES DE GAULLE AIR-

PORTmypassport,mymoneyandmycheque

bookandcardswerealltakenbyapickpocket.

Ifeltsofoolish.UsuallywhenItravelinChina

Iam verycarefulaboutthiskindofthing.I

keepmypreciousthingsininsidepocketsor

trouserpocketshalfwaydownmylegs,andI

neverhaveanyproblemsthere.Infactpeople

inChinamaybepoorbuttheyarehonestinmy

experience.ButFranceissoclosetoEngland.

Itdoesn’tseemlikegoingtoaforeigncountry

...andIbrokeallmyownrulesandtookno

precautions.Therewasoneimmigrationgui-

chetopenfor300people.Ishowedmypassport

andhurriedthroughcarryingtwobags,both

handsfull. SuddenlyIrealisedmypockets

wereempty.....AtthepoliceofficewhereI

reportedthetheft,theysaidthatgangsof

pickpocketsoperatedallthetime.Therewere

depressedlookingyoungblackpeoplesittingon

thefloorofthepoliceoffice.Theatmosphere

wasnotgood.ThiswasmywelcometoFrance.

Westayedintheapartmentoffriendsat42

Quaid’OrleansonILEST-LOUISthreefloors

abovethemostfamousicecreamshopinParis.

Thesignoutsidesaid“GlacesetSorbetsdela

MaisonBertillon”andtheicecreamswerequite

delicious. WewerevisitingMarkHamilton

whowasstayinginachambredebonneup-

stairs.Theapartmentwasbeautifullydecorat-

edinFrenchstylewithaChinesemuralonthe

wallofthediningroom whichlookedlikea

pictureofthelakeatJehol,today’sChengde

northofPeking. Therewasan

architecturestudentThomasStYvesstayingin

theflatwhowasverykeenontheworkof

JapanesearchitectsTadaoAndo,TetsuoSe-

ThefashionabledrinkamongstudentsinParisatthe
moment
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jimaandShigeruBan.Heintroducedmeto

‘Martiniontherocks’whichhesaidwasthe

favoritedrinkamongstudentsinParis.Ithas

beenmyfavoritedrinksincethen.Therewas

alsoagirlcalledJasminArelianovisitingfrom

Chicago.HerfatherwasMexicanandmother

Lebanese.Itseemsthatthesedayshalfthe

population ofChicago speaksSpanish.(In

Chicagoyoucantakeyourdrivingtestin

Spanish,Iwastoldlater.)Thewindowsofthe

apartmentlookedoutontoNotre-Damewhich

isthemostextraordinarybuilding;sometimes

itseemslikeahugeinsect,sometimeslikea

rowingboat,inthemorningswewerewokenup

bythegreatbells......echoingalongthequais.

Wewalkedoutandvisitedthe‘Memorialdela

Deportation’below theapartment. Itisa

memorialtoFrenchJewswhoweredeportedto

concentrationcampsduringthewar. “PAR-

DONNE.........N’OUBLIEPAS......”waswritten

onthewall.Andfromtherewetooktheruede

BievrewherePresidentMitterrandusedtolive,

upintotheLatinQuarter.Ihadtogotothe

BritishConsulateintherued’Anjoutogeta

replacementpassportwhichIneededtoget

backtoEnglandandadayortwolaterreturn

toJapan.TheBritishConsulategavemevery

goodservice.Theyfaxedmyapplicationand

photographtoPeterboroughinUK andtwo

dayslaterthenewpassportwasready.After

theSeptember11thattack inNew York I

neededthepassporttogetbackintoEngland.

OntheSundaywevisitedacousin,Katede

Montjoie,inSuresnesbehindtheLongchamps

racecourse. Wehadaverygooddinnerby

candlelight.Thecheeses-TommedeSavoie

andReblochondeSavoiewerequitedelicious

aswastheSorbetsomuchsothatIcopied

downtherecipe.

PÊCHESETGRANITEAUBEAUMESDEVENISE
(forfour)

Legranite:1/3delitredebeaumesdeVenise,

100gdesucresemonte

Lespeches:4pechesblanchesetjaunes,1citron

jaunenontraite,1brindethym frais,quelque

grappedegroseilles

Preparation:5minutes Cuisson:7a8minutes

LeGranite.Verserdansunecocotte2.5dld’

eau,ajouterlesucre,porteraebullition,et

lorsquelesucreestfondu,laissercuireencore5

minutesafeudoux. Retirerdufeu,laisser

refroidir,ajouterlesbeamesdeVenise,melan-

ger,verserlapreparationdansunbacdeglace,

mettreaucongelateuretlaisserprendreles

peches. Couperlespechesenlamelles,les

mettredansunsalade,raperaudessuslezeste

ducitron,exprimersonjus,enverser2cuiller-

eesasoupesurtesfruits,remueretmettreau

fraispouraumoinsuneheure.Aumomentde

servir,repartirleslamellesdepechedansdes

coupes,ajouteraugranitequelquegroseilleset

unbrindethym.

Weweredrivenback from Suresnesby

HenrideMontjoie.Alongthequaiswepassed

theplacewherePrincessDianahadhitthe

pillarandbeenkilledreallynotsolongago(a

breathtakingwaytogo.)Thefollowingdaywe

visitedKateagain,thistimeatherworkinLa

Defense.Sheisresponsableforamongother

thingstheartcollectionofthebankSociete

Generale.Infactwewereuponthe35thfloor

lookingatartworkswhentheattackstook

placeinNewYork.35floorsseemedquitehigh

enoughtome.Wehadwonderedhowwewould

getoutiftherewasafire.
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SpringVisit

(forOdetteBarral’s80thbirthdayparty....

Sheisstill23!)

WevisitedParisagainovertheEaster

weekend(March31sttoApril4th.)Thistime

RoissyCharlesdeGaulleAirportwasquite

civilized.The1960smodernarchitectureofthe

airportisveryinteresting.Wetookthebusin

toPorteMailliotandwalkedupAvenuedela

GrandeArmeetotheapartmentwherewewere

staying.Thepartyhadnotbeenkeptasecret

butthebirthdayladydidn’tknow wewere

coming.Westayedthefirstnightwithoneof

thedaughtersMarieAnne.Shewasactually

nottherewhenwearrivedbutonherwayback

from atennistournamentinGrenoble,soher

husbandtookcareofus. MarieAnneisa

bankerandhasworkedforBanqueNationale

deParisforalongtime.AsinJapan,banksin

Franceareconsolidating.RecentlyBNPmer-

gedwithParibas,sosheisworkingontheBNP

sideoftheBNP-PARISBASMERGERwhich

isquiteajob. “Itisdifficulttopaytheir

salaries,”shesaid.Isensedabattleinprogress.

Afterthesemergersthereisalwaysablood-

bath.Itiscalled‘restructuring.’(Amerchant

bankerfriendinEnglandaged52wasrecently

firedbya26yearoldgirl.)Whilewaitingfor

hertocomebackIwatchedthetelevisionnews.

IsraelhadjustattackedRamallahontheWest

Bank.Chiracinaninterviewwassayingthat

IsraelwouldneverwinsecuritybyforceandI

agreedwiththat.ThePresidentialelectionin

Francewasinfullswing.Atthattimeitlooked

asifJospinwasgoingtowin,butnobodywas

veryinterested.Weweretogetasurprisea

fewweekslater.

TheBIRTHDAYPARTYwasalunchon

EasterMonday.Sincethebirthdayladyhad

had9childrenandweknewallofthem,and

nowallofthemweremarriedsomemorethan

once,andhadtheirownfamilies,itwasgreat

funforus. IalwaysenjoyspeakingFrench

whichIdoverybadly,thoughitimprovesasI

drinkmorewine.(SometimesinFranceIfind

myselfspeakingJapanese!)Itwasabeautiful

day.ThegardenontheedgeoftheParcde

Sceauxwasfullofflowers.Ablondegirlwas

loungingwithherblackboyfriendonthebal-

conyofaflatacrosstheroad....BeforelunchI

wentwithoneofthesonstotheboulangeriein

Sceauxtocollectabout50warm baguettes

whichhadbeenorderedbefore.Carryingthe

warm baguetteswaslikecarryingawarm

baby.Pariswaslookinggood.Sincethegreat

stormwentthroughFranceayearortwoago,

lotsofyoungtreeshavebeenplanted,andnow

theyareallbeginningtolooknice.Atthelunch

IwasseatedbetweenanartistcalledTopsyand

afellow80yearoldcalledAlainPhilippe.

Thatnightwestayedwithadaughter-in-

lawCarolineinaflatinPlacedeMexicointhe

16th.Itwasonthefifthfloorandtheliftwas

notworkingsowehadtobecarefulnotto

forgetanythingwhenwewentout.Shehad

three daughters,Emmanuelle,Sabine and

QuitrieandtwogoldenlabradorsLenaand

Gali.Wetookthedogsforawalkdowntothe

BenjaminFranklinParkwhichisadog’sloo

oppositetheTrocadero.ITWASSOEXCIT-

ING WALKING WITH DOGS THROUGH

PARIS.Ireallyfeltathome.

ThefollowingeveningwedinedwithAlix,

anotherdaughter.andherhusbandMarc,near

themetrostationBoulogneJeanJaures.Both

ofthem wereearnoseandthroatdoctors.

Marc’sfatherhadbeenavetinChad(Chadis

6timesthesizeofFrance)sohehadbeen
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broughtupthere. Hehaddonehisservice

militaireasadoctorinBrazzaville.Thatday

wasMarc’s“JOURNEECELIBATAIRE”but

becausewewerevisitinghecameandjoinedus.

Theirhousewasverynice.Ithadasecretattic

concealedbehindabookcase.Itwasthekind

ofplacewheretheresistancemighthavehada

radioduringthewar.Therewasaplateonthe

dresser,broughtbackbyMarc’sgrandfather

from China,datingfrom themid19thcentury

maybe,andmaybefromJingdezhen -

andonitwasaninscriptioninChinese.Icopied

itdownbutsofarIhavenotbeenabletofind

anyoneChineseorJapanesewhocantranslate

it.Hereitis:

AtdinnerAlixwasaskingwhyEnglanddid

notjointheEuro.“Youcan’tlivenextdoorand

notparticipate,”shesaid.“AREYOUWITH

AMERICAORWITHUS?”“Wefeelthatthe

Britishstayoutinordertobecomerichonour

back.” Itwasinterestingtohearthesecom-

mentsalthoughIdon’tseethingsinquitethe

sameway.

WeweredrivenbackacrosstheBoisde

Boulognetowherewewerestaying.Onthe

waywesawlotsofladiesofthenight(‘poules

deluxe’)waitingtobepickedup.Manycome

fromPolandandtheUkrainethesedaysIwas

told.ItwasgoodtobeinParisagain.

REFLECTIONS.

MydifficultiesatRoissyCharlesdeGaule

werefoodforthought.Theairportisatthe

interfacebetweendevelopinganddeveloped

worlds.LotsofpeoplefromNorthAfricaand

WestAfricawanttocomeandliveinFrance.

IndeedtheEuropeanUnionisalsobesieged

fromtheEastaswell.Maybesomeluckyman

isnowusingJohnHamilton’spassportinEng-

land,andhadenoughmoneytogetthroughthe

firstfewweekswithhisfamily.Goodluckto

him!

Afterthesevisits,LE PEN,theextreme

rightwingcandidate,cameinsecondinthefirst

roundoftheFrenchPresidentialelectionahead

ofJospin.IftheFrenchelectoratehadbeena

littlemorelazyhemightevenhavewon......

RecentlyGeorgeBushinAmericawonthe

Presidentialelectionbyaverynarrowmargin

intheFloridarecount. BothAmericaand

Francearematuredemocracies. Butboth

resultsmakemeanxiousthatinthefuture

really dangerous people could by chance

becomepoliticalleaders.Thedemocraticsys-

tem cangowrongjustbychance...Thistime

wasjustawarning.

Itwasgoodtohaveaglimpseoflifein

Franceafteralonginterval,andtoseefriends,

andmembersofabigfamily,andhow they

wereallgettingalong.Somehadbeenoutof

workforalongtime,somehaddivorcedand

remarried,ornotyetremarried,buttheywere

allsurvivingwithsenseofhumourintact.The

foodandwinewasdelicious.Theyhavebeauti-

fulchildren-thoughnotquitesomanyasinthe

previousgeneration. Younglovelytreesare

cominguptoreplacethosesweptawaybythe

hurricane.
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