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The Determinants of Joining WHO
—The Case of Taiwan’s Quest for WHA Observer Seat—
KAIJI Hiromoto

On 11 June 2009, Dr. Margaret Chan, Director General of WHO declared that
the world now at the start of 2009 influenza pandemic. Then she concluded her
statement that we were all in this together, and we would all get through this,
together. This word “we” included the people in Taiwan. It’s the first time for a
chief of UN organizations after 1971 that refers Taiwan is within their
jurisdiction. Here we find that the island has been excluded from the UN
network, and that Taiwan’s absence has secured China in UN.

In 1971 the 26th UN General Assembly adopted the resolution 2758, which
People’s Republic of China replaced Republic of China in UN system. Since then
Taiwan has sought the path to return to UN. January 1993, Taiwan’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs issued its first white paper, and this roused interests in the
international society. In this publication the administration insisted joining UN as
“ROC”. Some friendly states such as El Salvador have supported its vigorous
policy, sending request letter addressing UN Secretary General.

However, China lawfully protests to this every year, and UN side also denies
Taiwan’s quest. On the other hand, during post cold war era transnational issues
in the public health, for instance SARS, get emerging, and Taiwan also suffers
from them. And the Westphalia system based on nation states can’t function
sufficiently. Then WHO is suddenly demanded to enhance its soft power, through
expanding its “safety-network”. As the result WHO decides to ensure that for
Taiwan. In short, The administration gets the observer seat in WHA in 2009.

Focusing on WHO’s philosophy on public health “Health for All” as soft
power, this article surveys the determinants and dynamics of Taiwan’s join WHO.

This paper tries, first, to clarify the soft power and its source of WHO, second, to
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verify the Taiwan’s policy change and the international transition of its
circumstance, and third, to analyze that practicing WHO’s philosophy functions

as soft power in its join the organization.
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