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The Contradiction of "Private" and "Public"
during the Cultural Revolution

YOSHIMURA Takuzo

(Abstract)

The big tide of the Cultural Revolution (CR) was destruction of "Private"
and establishment of "Public".

The purpose of this essay is, on the hypothesis that "Public" was reversed
into "Private", to prove that hypothesis and to propose the phases of "Public"
and "Private"” during CR. The reversion took place on the following forms.

(1) The top leaders of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) that propagated
"Public”, behind the official scene, took actions of increasing their own power
and interest.

(2) The functions of the public organizations such as police, prosecution, law
court, and prison were in large part substituted by the Red Guards which
belonged to private organizations.

(3) The leaders of CCP not only usurped many of the precious cultural assets
confiscated by the Red Guards, but also by openly forfeited the cultural
properties which the state were preserving and converted them into their
private property.

(4) Countermeasure of ordinary people was to protect and enlarge the private
a raison d'etre of themselves and their family rather than to contribute to
public duty.

There are reasons why "Public” reversed into "Private” .

First, since CR was the political movement in the area of superstructure,
it was easy to seek private interest under the pretense of contributing to public

duty. Second, because the private area was so narrow that leaders and people
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were forced to privatize the public properties by force. Third, Mao Zedong who
was isolated in CCP, in order to recapture the power from the nomen klatura in
CCP could not help from countenancing the behavior of the Red Guards and
rebellion groups which excersised the private criminal sanctions. Fourth, Mao
Zedong partly and temporarily permitted them the several kinds of freedom
such as speech, assembly, association, etc. Fifth, while leaders of CCP strongly
demanded their subordinates of unselfishness and public service, they exerted

themselves to acquire the private right and interest.
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