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An Enquiry into the Construction of the
Propaganda Network and “Propaganda Work”
during the Early Years
of the People’s Republic of China

Takaharu HIRANO

The Central Propaganda Department of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
controls general ideology in China. It can be thought that the propaganda work of
this department contributes to maintaining the Chinese government, and that the
form of its work was shaped in the early years of the People’s Republic of China.
This paper is an analysis of the department’s propaganda works conferences
convened between the republic’s early years and The Anti-Rightist Movement,
clearly showing the construction of the propaganda network and propaganda work
of the early years of the People’s Republic of China.

The construction of the propaganda network was not though the use mass
media, but rather through a personal-communication form of networking by the
use of propaganda workers. In particular, rural areas where the spread of mass
media had not reached were clearly situations in which the propaganda effect of
these propaganda workers was demonstrated.

Moreover, in the early years of the republic, illiteracy was problematic for
propaganda works. Illiteracy rates were very high in rural areas, and illiteracy
existed also among local government officials. If these problems could not be
solved, propaganda works would not function well. In response to this, in order to
create a healthy propaganda network, the CCP planned to improve the propaganda

work by conducting education programs aimed local officials.
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