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Voter turnout of younger
generation
09J1244 Chisa Harada

Recently in Japan, a low voter turnout of younger
generation is a serious problem. I belong to a seminar
of political science. Our group studies theory of
this problem and discusses what we should do to
increase the voter turnout. Today, I explain the present
situations of election, the reasons for not voting and
how we should deal with the problem.

Present voter turnout is in a serious situation.
Let me tell you about the result in Aichi prefectural
governor election held on February 6 this year. In
the election, the whole turnout was 53%. The highest
was from late 60s to early 70s which accounted for
70%. On the contrary, the lowest was the younger
generation of early 20s which accounted for only 34%.
This low voter turnout of younger generation is not an
exceptional case. Other local elections such as mayoral
and municipal elections or national election result in
just the same. The problem of voter turnout among
younger generation happens in all the elections.

Why don’t some young people go to vote? There
are some reasons. First, some people don’t go voting
just because they don’t feel like voting without reason,
and they give their private business priority over
election. That is, their sense of duty is faded. Second,
they distrust politics. They think that whoever may be
elected, the government won’t change. Also they tend
to think there are no suitable candidates and political
parties. Young people who feel so are rather interested
in politics, but they just don’t go to vote. Third, some
people tend to think that there is no need to use their
vote. Most of the time, candidates and political parties
that win the elections are decided by the organized
votes, so they think their personal vote is unlikely to
reflect the result of an election. In short, they have a
feeling of alienation to politics. Finally, some people
are not interested in politics. I think this is the most
serious reason to explain why young people don’t go
to vote.
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