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The Real Sense of Language
08C8183 # AEill

There are lots of international students in Aichi
University. They came from various countries to
learn Japanese at a university in Japan, where they
can always hear Japanese and they are required to
use it. I am very interested in learning languages,
so I have studied Japanese all by myself and I am
currently learning Chinese in addition to Japanese.

It was when I was a middle school student that
I got interested in Japanese. I traveled to Japan and
it was my first experience to visit a foreign country.
I was really surprised because it was true that no
one understood what I said and it was true that I was
actually in Japan, not in Korea. I was just a small
fish in a big pond. Though I was confused in the
unfamiliar place, I decided to go to a restaurant. [
felt thirsty and I wanted to order water, so I tried to
figure out how to say “Water please” in Japanese.
As soon as I found the sentence in a dictionary, I
said “Omiz kudasai.” The waiter understood what I
said and brought me water kindly.

I was just shocked at this fact. I didn't know
what the meaning of omiz is and I didn't know what
kudasai means, either. T can't forget the moment
when the waiter brought me water, though my
Japanese was not perfect. Is it the same way that
babies feel happy whenever they mumble and
people around them understand what they say? This

event taught me the pleasure to communicate in

Japanese. It motivated me to study Japanese harder,
and time has passed; now | am studying Japanese in
Aichi University, Japan!

Throughout the study of Japanese, I have met a
lot of people. They are from various countries like
England and China, but we communicate with each
other in Japanese, which is a foreign language for
all of us.

Currently Japan and Korea face terrible
difficulties in job hunting. Therefore, quite a few
people who want to get a better job are learning
the third language to enhance their capabilities.
However, I do want to ask a question. Is it really
useful for you?

In my opinion, if you learn the third language
without any concrete desire, the study is useless and
the language has become a dead language for you.
Even if you get a high score in TOEIC test or JPT
(Japanese Proficiency Test), I don't think it brings
you the same amount of happiness as the one people
with a strong will have.

I want to claim that learning a foreign or
international language is for communication, not
for studies. I hope all the audience here will have
the same experience as I had at my first travel to
Japan. I also agree with my opinion that the real joy
of getting knowledge of foreign languages is not to
get a good score in the test but to communicate well
with various people.

Thank you.
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