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Summary

The Nationality Identification of “Xifan” in
the Southwest Sichuan (2):
Memories of Xifan tribal History

MATSUOKA Masako

Xifan P47 is the name which the Han race gave to the Tibetan people
in the western part of China. Among them the subgroup of “Xifan” in
the southwest Sichuan M)l (southwesterm of Ganzit fPrefecture) was
a group having a language which belongs to Qiang language group,
Tibeto-Burman language system of Han-Tibetan languages. These
subgroups are divided into eight different language groups.They were
once called “}:FEQiang”, but after the area was occupied by Tubo -3
in the middle of the Tang Dynasty, they began to be called “Fan™ or
“Xifan™ by the Han race.

Most of “Xifan" in the southwest Sichuan became the Tibetan tribe
due to the national identification policy under the People’s Republic.
That was what many “Xifans” wanted as they deeply believed in
Tibetan Buddhism and shared the same faith with the Tibetan tribe of
Xizang M. However Namui 4 4 of Jiulong L#E County alone
continued to insist that they were the Xifan tribe even though they
were incorporated into the Tibetan tribe through nationality
identification activities in the 1960s and the 1980s. In this paper 1
explained the reason why they wanted to keep their identity as follows:

To Namui7 4 4 of Jiulong County. “Xifan” was |Xibo), which means
the true Tibetan coming from the west. The true Tibetan meant the
group of people who believed in ancient Bon ReliginsR > #¢, which was a
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religion before the other Tibetan tribes accepted Buddhism. The
memories of ancient Xifan tribe which were handed down by JRE#E
(sutra) and # Tuburig? 7" # tell the fact that their ancestors had
dedicated themselves to and protected Bon Religin > # by fighting
with Tubo who accepted Buddhism and the language of Xifan=Xibo was
nothing but their identity. Furthermore SiFan which was a despised
name by the then government had a completely different meaning to
the Xifan tribe of Jiulong and they never agreed to change their name to

the name of the Tibetan tribe.
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