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Abstract

The present paper discusses the change of perspectives in Japanese history toward Individualism in the
Western countries. First, the social and moral theories of Tetsuro WATSUIJI (1889-1960), one of the
greatest human science scholars in Japan, are introduced with the inspection of his ethics and impact on
Japanese society. He emphasized the significance of a family and human relations in Japanese society
while individuals are much more important in Western countries. However, he failed to accurately
understand the cultural differences, though his contribution to the field of cultural studies is highly
evaluated.

Second, I examined two scholars; one is lichiro TOKUTOMI (1863-1957), an opinion leader of
Japanese nationalism since Meiji era whose pen name was Soho, and the other, Jun ETO (1932-99) who
claimed religions to be the cause of cultural differences between East and West. He also contrasted
different views toward a dependency between mother and son in East and West. While there was a mutual
dependency of them in East, Western societies stressed independent relationship between those two.
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