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Abstract

The present paper is an introduction of theories advocated by Hermann Bausinger (1926-), a
professor of folklore in the University of Tiibingen and one of the international leaders in the
field. This paper is also intended to find out how far bis theories are valid, when an explanation is
made about various aspects of life in the present-day Japan. For his study is characterized by his
strong intention to criticize and correct the shortage of German folklore long concerned with what
he calls ‘relics’, the traditional life-style before the Industrialization.

In his main work, Folk Culture in the World of Technology (1961) , he laid the foundation for a
new folklore study, examining the influence of technological innovations on folk culture. His study
was motivated by his intention to break down those racial studies carried out in Nazi Age,
as Nazism was supported by the study of old Germanic mythology. In that respect his study is a
new development of German folklore and an inevitable consequence.

As mentioned above, the present paper is not only a serious examination of Bausinger’s theories
but at the same time a study of general rules over the folk life of today under the influence of at
once high technology and continuous intermixture of various cultures of the world.
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