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Abstract

The present paper deals with the Harvest Thanksgiving Fair held by the Nazis. This event introduced by
them as one of some new national holidays in 1933, just after they came into power, was one of the biggest
and most successful examples among many of their ‘propaganda’ performances. Its importance lay not only
in that it was their official fair in comparison with the well-known party (therefore private completely)
meeting in Niirnberg, but also its enormous scale — about 700 thousand people in total (500 thousand
peasants and 20 thousand other participants consisting of many delegations of various national groups, Nazi
organizations and foreignAdiplomat etc.), assembled at the Biickeberg hill near Hameln (Niedersachsen),
famous for big meetings of farmers — the climax was the speech by Adolf Hitler, who emphasized the
significance of the farmer to the German national solidarity. In addition the same splendid ceremony also
took place for several decades in German towns, the most important of which was the big event held in
Berlin.

The proper outlines how this ‘folklore’ event took place on the basis of contemporary documents, mainly
from reports about the big ceremony held on October Ist 1933 that appeared in the “Védlkischer
Beobachter”, the official newspaper of Nazis party. Then, the background history of German Harvest
Thanksgiving Fair is analysed, as well as it is importance in German Folklore since the Roman School and

power relations of the Nazi Party.
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