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Folklore in Present-Day Society by Shin KONO, Professor of Folklore.
College of International Communication, Aichi University

Abstract

The present paper is a folkloric examination of the structure of present-day life. If viewed in that way,
it will be discovered that our life consists of two main life-styles, modern and traditional, and that we live
by choosing one of those life-styles which is more convenient to us. The choice is sometimes made
continuously, but often made otherwise.

Our taste for food, for instance, is conventional, generally speaking. This is proved by our occasional,
but often intense, interest in ethnic foods, though its intensity varies from case to case. Another example
of tradition in taste may be found in ‘Mom’s home cooking’, the familiar taste handed down from
generation to generation.

It must be realized, on the other hand, that traditional culture is consciously chosen. This choice can be
explained by the following three examples. One is the case in which patients suffering from intractable
diseases or fatal diseases seek to find a folk remedy for their treatment of the illnesses. Surprisingly this
fact tells us that they are lelying on traditional treatment in the age of science. Religion and magic still
have values and can meet modern technology.

Second is a link between modern business activities and Fen-sui (wind and water), a sort of astrology
or onomancy developed in China since the Middle Ages mainly by intrerpreting landforms and direction.
An example will be an able manager equipped with high-level business administration happens to turn to
fortune-telling to get out of his difficulty. This is a case in which traditional element is employed at the
limit of business strategies rationally developed. Characteristic is the factor of play or game in those
cases.

A third example may be given by a snapshot, perhaps a memory of sightseeing, in which a woman is
seen posing in the latest fashion before an old house. Her posture shows the calculation that folkloric

elements can provide stimuli in the modern world. More effective elements such as iceberg or snow-clad
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Alaska can take place of an old house.

What is proved above is the folkloric elements working as something heterogeneous in our everyday
life. That is why they are effective when made use of consciously. Our urgent mission is to discover and
fix where traditional folk culture stands in contemporary society, for the meaning of folk culture in the
present-day world lies in its difference from the general standard of our daily life.

The present paper is based on my presentation made on the 9 November 2001 in the Meeting of
Folklore held in Xi-bei University, Xi-an, China. The Meeting was sponsored by Professor Zhao Yu-
gong, President of Folklore Society, Social Science Academy, Xi-an, China. I thank Professor Zhao,
Professor Chou Xing, chairman who presided over my lecture and Mr. Ling Mei-mao who interpreted my
lecture.
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