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Abstract

This paper is based on a presentation made at the 31 Symposium of Chinese and Japanese Folk Culture
held 16t through 19% August 2004 at Liu-Ku town in the Li-su minority Autonomous District of Yunnan
province, China. The paper deals with the problem facing folk studies when applied to the situation
existing today. Attention was first drawn to the problem in the early 1970s by the folklorist Hermann
Bausinger when he referred to the ‘Ubiquitit’ of ‘Folklorism’.

When in the early 1970s the folklorist, Hermann Bausinger used the term ‘Ubiquitit’ of ‘Folklorism’
he drew attention to widespread recognition of the need for a term to describe a traditional culture that
had been modified. The term he used corresponds to the term ‘ubiquitous society’ that is currently in
vogue now three decades later. Recently, this latter phrase as used in America and Japan on the Internet
has both a time and spatial (geographic) connotation, whereas the Latin term has only a spatial
connotation. Needless to say the world today is full of computers. The hypothesis that the folklore is
ubiquitous contrasts sharply with the notion that folklore in the modern world is disappearing. The term
“folklorism,” which began to be used in academic folklore circles in Germany during the 1960s recognizes
that folk culture today is a performed tradition rather than a lived tradition. .

The variety of activities we experienced in Yunnan province largely come under this category. On that
occasion, the people of the district performed a series of attractions to welcome us guests form Japan. In
all we were about forty people, mainly folklorists. Some of us felt that the performances in the village
square and on the stage of public halls cast a chill over the proceedings because they were artificial
arrangements of village life and were not per se primitive customs, anymore than the fair itself was.
Sociologists, anthropologists and folklorists from around the World had met in this remote and most
westerly region of Yunnan province in the 1920s. Many of the concepts investigated then, have survived
in such catchphrases as : ‘treasury of primitive nature’, and ‘full of living fossils’. Officers of the regional
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government still refer to these terms when talking to visitors from abroad following the many overlapping
waves of modernization over the last few decades. To understand what has actually been happening in
situ, it will be more effective to study ‘Current Folklore,” than to do folk study in the conventional way.
This is a new branch of folklore study with its own points of view, methods of research, and it concerns
itself with the modified folklore that has superseded traditional folk life almost everywhere. Not only are
the performances of this modified folk life thereby enhanced, but so are the lives of the people involved
as they respond in different ways, whether fascinated or disappointed. So the study of ‘folklore’ as

experienced in western Yunnan elucidates in its own way what prevails in the wider world.
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